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Our Resort Towns have the Secret to Better Mental Health

World Renowned Advocate for Land Protection 

Mental Health Awareness Month

Octagon Gallery Hosts Jamestown Painter

 “BALLOOns” pAge 7

Gutierrez Exhibits in Westfield

WNY Land Conservancy Hosts Tony Hiss

Area Events

www.thevillagerny.com

JAMESTOWN RIVERWALK
Saturday, May 6 • 10am

Comedy Center, Jamestown

VERMEER EXHIBIT ONSCREEN
Saturday, May 6 • 1pm
Opera House, Fredonia

RBG DAY
Saturday, May 6 • 2;30pm
Jackson Center, Jamestown

VERMEER EXHIBIT ONSCREEN
Saturday, May 6 • 1pm
Opera House, Fredonia

KIDS FISHING CLINIC
Saturday, May 6 • 10am

Johnson Estates, Westfi eld

COME TO THE TABLE AUCTION
Thursday, May 11 • 5-8pm
Chautauqua Suites, Mayville

SPRING FLING 2023
May 4 & 5 • 7pm

Lakeshore Ctr for Arts, Westfi eld

LIVING VOICES
May 9 & 10

Jackson Center, Jamestown

NY DUATHLON SERIES
Saturday, May 6 • 9am

Randolph

MURDER MYSTERY TRAIN
Saturday, May 6 • 4pm

Gowanda Depot, Gowanda

FINDLEY LAKE CRAFT FAIR
Saturday, May 6, 2023
Fire Hall, Findley Lake

SPRING THING CARNIVAL
Saturday,  May 27, 2023

The Camp at Findley, Clymer

TRIPLE D RODEO
Friday, May 19 • 6:30pm
Triple D Ranch, Napoli

DUNKIRK FLEA MARKET 
Saturday, May 6 • 8am-2pm

Route 5 Parking Lot, Dunkirk

WINE & TAPAS WEEKENDS
May 12-14 &19-21
Lake Erie Wine Trail

WINEMAKERS DINNER
Saturday, April 29 • 7pm

Johnson Estates, Westfi eld

WEEKLY BIRD WALKS
May 10, 17, 24, & 31 • 9am

RTPI, Jamestown

JAMESTOWN RIVERWALK
Saturday, May 6 • 10am

Comedy Center, Jamestown

SPORTSMAN&GUN SHOW
Saturday, May 6 • 9am-5pm
Chautauqua Suites, Mayville

Stewards of the Lake Since 1953
Chautauqua Lake Association

Landmark Nightclub & Restaurant Expands
Balloons Expands into Hornell

Holiday Valley: Golf Open for Season!
Tips to Make the Most of Your Visit ... Pg. 5

Celebrate the Season at The Fish

 see “THe FisH” pAge 6

 Bemus Point Restaurant Celebrates its 6th Year

GRAND OPENING OF 14 MAIN/ SEE ZURH HOUSE: MAY 6 & 7, 2023!!

Holiday Valley’s 18-hole par 70 “Double Black Diamond” golf 
course is officially open! The challenging, riveting, and extremely 
well-maintained course is surrounded by beautiful scenery. 

“The benefits of time outside to our mental well-being are pro-
found – but not well known. Mental Health America (MHA) is 
proud to join forces with outdoor retailer L.L. Bean to solve this 
problem, creating awareness of how spending time in nature re-
sults in greater creativity, lower stress, increased self-esteem, 
and reduced anxiety.” (mhanational.org) (Story, “HEALTH”  pg. 9)

The event is part of the Land Conservancy community’s ef-
forts to save the unique Floating Fen (pictured) in Chautauqua 
County and create the Western New York Wildway, an ambi-
tious long-term plan to protect and connect the largest of our 
region’s remaining forests. Once the Floating Fen is protected, 
it will combine with the College Lodge Forest to form nearly 400 
acres of connected forest, making it a significant addition to 
the Western New York Wildway. (Story, “LAND” pg. 8)

Balloons East or “The 
Beast” will be open-
ing in early May so 
maybe even by the 
time you’re reading 
this. You can check 
on their Facebook 
pages Balloons Res-
taurant and Nightclub 
or Balloons East.     

By CHAd neAL

    Balloons has been 
a staple in Ellicottville 
for over three decades 
and has seen it’s share 
of changes throughout 
the years. The Kerns 
family has made the 
iconic establishment 
into one of the village’s 
celebrated destinations. 
Michael and Melanie 
Kerns and their family 
run Balloons Restaurant 
and Nightclub and it has 
grown in all directions, 
especially east. 

By KATe BArTLeTT

   Tom Meyers, owner of The 
Fish restaurant in Bemus 
Point, is looking forward to 
another great season on the 
lake. With live music every 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 
acoustic bands on Wednesdays, 
bar and menu specials and 
their popular Floating Bar, 
Tom and his team are sure to 

Visit the Patterson Library 
Octagon Gallery in West-
field, NY to view from April 
28- May 26,2023.

By miLes HiLTOn

   Jamestown artist 
Susan Gutierrez’s 
exhibit Paintings 
opened Friday 
at the Octagon 
Art Gallery at 
Patterson Library 
in Westfield. 
Among a crowd 
of local artists 
and art lovers, 
Gutierrez, a 
multimedia artist, 
unveiled richly-
colored portraits 
of animals as well 

 “ArT” pg. 4

Every year, the CLA oversees the removal of over 400 
truckloads of debris and weeds from the lake to make it 
safer and more enjoyable for everyone to use. This non-for-
profit organization, started in 1953, also provides educa-
tion programs and required scientific reports annually on 
lake conditions. (Story, “CLA”, pg. 4)
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Publisher’s Word
“Spring has Sprung!”

SPRING FLING 2023: MAY 4&5, 2023: LAKESHORE CENTER FOR THE ARTS, WESTFIELD

WWW.thevillagerny.com - 716-699-2058

WRITERS WANTED: info@thevillagerny.com

Happy Birthday
Jackie Moore... May 4th... • Barbara Scroxton... May 4th 

• Wayne Weaver... May 5th • Julie Sengal... May 6th 
• Dean Whitcomb... May 6th • Shad Nowicki... May 7th 
• Julie Stanton... May 7th • Greg Fitzpatrick... May 7th 

•Mo Porter’s Chuck... May 8th • Brian Erikson... May 9th 
• Julie Anderson... May 10th • Linda Meister... May 13th 
• Michelle Harrington... May 14th • Al Wager... May 15th 
• Nick Sciara... May 17th • Sherman Wilkins... May 18th 
• Kim Latone... May 19th • Sanda Calasina... May 21st 

• Mike Steinhauser... May 22nd • Jon VonderMolen... May 22nd 
• Gloria Carlson... May 22nd • Liz Boberg... May 25th

Email us your birthday greetings: info@thevillagerny.com

“Views of The Villager” Photo Contest!
Send in Your Best Shot of  you with The Villager 

Ellicottville Summer Music Festival 
“The Players” Headline Saturday, July 1

The Ellicottville Chamber of Commerce is excited to announce this years 
Summer Music Festival Saturday performance- “The Players” featuring 
Grammy awarded & top former members of Chicago and Earth, Wind, & 
Fire. Enjoy a live performance with legendary members: Bill Champlin (Two-
timed grammy winner; member of Chicago for 28 years) Keith Howland 
(Former guitarist of Chicago), Jeff Coffey (Former lead vocalist of Chicago), 
Gorden Campbell (Former drummer of Earth, Wind & Fire)) with an opening 
act of Barracuda, a Heart tribute band! Sunday you can expect the Buffalo 
Philharmonic Orchestra followed by our annual fi reworks display!

(716) 699-9143
9  Washington St, Ellicottville NY

Open for Cocktails & Private Events
Featuring  Cocktails • Lounge

HELP WANTED
INFO@THEVILLAGERNY.COM

Rotary Club Partners with Local Groups for Successful Day

   Olean – Accepted works 
will be exhibited September 
17 through November 4 in 
the stunning Peg Bothner 
Gallery at the Tri-County 
Arts Council in Olean.
   “The Southern Tier 
Biennial was founded 
in 2003 with a bequest 
by Olean native, 
philanthropist, and art 
lover F. Donald Kenney, 
managed through the 
Cattaraugus Region 
Community Foundation, 
to create an opportunity 
for regional artists to 
exhibit in a professional 
gallery and be seen by 
jurors that can help further 
an artist’s career,” said 
Sean Huntington, STB 
Exhibition coordinator. 
“Every two years, the 
Southern Tier Biennial 
gives us a glimpse into the 
wonderful creative talent 
that this region has to offer. 
It’s truly an incredible 
show. I encourage every 
visual artist, including 
those working in craft 
media, to apply.” 
   In addition to the 
opportunity to show their 
work, accepted artists 
have the chance to win 

one of fi ve awards totaling 
$5,250 - $3,000 to the Best 
of Show winner ($1,000 
cash and $2,000 stipend 
towards a solo show in Fall 
2024 at the TCAC); a $750 
Juror’s Choice Award; and 
$500 for three Honorable 
Mention winners. 
   Each biennial is juried 
by new jurors, this year’s 
jurors are Andrea Alvarez, 
PhD, assistant curator 
at the Buffalo AKG Art 
Museum (formerly the 

Southern Tier Biennial Exhibition

Albright- Knox Art Gallery) 
in Buffalo; Judy Barie, 
director of the Chautauqua 
Visual Arts Galleries in the 
Chautauqua Institution; and 
Tullis Johnson, curator and 
manager of exhibitions and 
collections at the Burchfi eld 
Penney Art Center in 
Buffalo. 
   The deadline for entering 
the Southern Tier Biennial 
is June 17.  For full info and 
the online application, visit 
southerntierbiennial.com/.

Tri-County Arts Council Accepting Entries; Deadline June 17 

  The plants are 
opening, the birds 
are chirping, the sun 
is out and the snow 
is gone: we are off 
to summer things! 
Enjoy all there is in 
store for you this 
new season in the 
treasure chest of our 
region. You can read 
all about it on these 
pages. Please keep us 
in the know of what 
you know, we love to 

share all of your ideas 
with our readers. 
You can reach me 
directly at: info@
thevillagerny.com or 
call our offi ces today 
(716) 699-2058 and 
visit us online: www.
thevi l lagerny.com 
to sign up for our 
weekly e-newsletter. 
Until next week, 
enjoy the read – 
Jeanine Caprino 
Zimmer
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Publisher’s Word

RIVER WALK: MAY 6, 2023 : COMEDY CENTER, JAMESTOWN

34 Washington St., Ellicottville NY 
716-699-4695
howardhanna.com/communities/ellicottville-ny 

Sandy Goode
Lic. R.E. Assoc. Broker, 

Manager

Tina Dillon
Lic. Real Estate 
Salesperson

Carol Thomas
Lic. Associate 

Real Estate Broker

Samantha Riethmiller
Lic. Real Estate
Salesperson

Andree McRae
Lic. Associate. 

Real Estate Broker

Rick Jackson
Lic. Associate 

Real Estate Broker

Holly Whitcomb
Lic. Real Estate 
Salesperson

Rachel Fraley
Lic. Real Estate 
Salesperson

Open 7 Days a Week •  Serving all of Western New York

NMLS #29600
• Licensed Mortgage Banker 
• NYS Dept Financial Services

Kevin Horan
MLO#311204 

Kathy A. Strickland 
MLO#989567

716-553-0126

1st Priority
Mortgage, Inc

MLS#B1468295....... $127,000

Tina J. Dillon
Lic. Real Estate Salesperson

www.tinadillon.net 
Email: thedillonteam@gmail.com

Cell: 716.474.5646

Land, Location, View-what is important to you?
Spring Is The Ideal Time to Buy! 

Scenic country views surround this 
spacious 3 bedroom, 2 bath ranch 

style home. Cathedral ceilings, open 
front deck and large back deck. 

Motivated seller!
MLS#B1463956...............$219,000

MLS#B1417861...............$239,900

SALE  
PENDING!

SALE  
PENDING! 

YOU 
COULD BE 

HERE!

ALMOST 2 ACRES!

CALL or TEXT Tina
716-474-5646

Charming 2 bedroom, 2 bath 
ranch style home on almost 

4 acres of land.
Living room with cathedral 
ceilings and fi replace. Full 
basement, detached garage 

& more.
1949 Nesbitt, Attica, NY

MLS#B1468417..$219,900

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY
MAY 7TH    1 - 3pm

HELP WANTED

Earth Day Clean-Up
Rotary Club Partners with Local Groups for Successful Day

   ELLICOTTVILLE – 
Despite less than perfect 
weather conditions, the 
Rotary Club of Ellicottville 
held its annual cleanup 
day this past Saturday. 
This was held on Earth 
Day and in connection to 
the Rotary District 7090 
Great Lakes Watershed 
Project. This was a true 
partnership as clean up 
supplies were provided 
by the Ellicottville 
Chamber of Commerce, 
the village of Ellicottville 
Department of Public 
Works and Holiday Valley 
Resort. Manpower was 
provided by the Rotary 
Club and Ellicottville 
Central School High 
School students. 
Finnerty’s Restaurant very 
generously donated pizza 
and wings for all to enjoy 
after the cleanup. The task 
would certainly have been 
more challenging if not for 
the way Ellicottville keeps 
itself so tidy with the 
help of local restaurants 
and businesses, as 

well as the Alley Katz 
organization which cleans 
and maintains fl owers 
and plant beds throughout 
the downtown area. The 
Rotary Club would like to 
thank all who helped and 
is planning to do another 
clean up in the Fall. 
If you would like to be 
part of a fun and helpful 
team, please call John 
Weismantel at (716) 
228-7288. We meet two 
Wednesdays a month at 
the American Legion on 
Maples Road and have 
social nights routinely at 
local restaurants. 

   Come check us out 
at our Grand Opening! 
With Help from Uncle 
Ben’s Remedy, EBC 
Taqueria, The Slush Bus, 
Underground Genetics, and 
Glass Blowing with Liquid 
Monkey. Event is May 13, 
2023 from Noon to 8pm.
   We at Apollo Canna 
Company offer the best 
cannabis fl ower and 
experience  for our guest. We 
offer a variety of cannabis 
product such as fl owers, 
pre-rolls, concentrates, 
edibles, and premium 
smoking accessories. 

Apollo Canna Co. Grand Opening
Cannabis Flower Co. Celebrates Saturday, May 13, 2023

Whether you’re new or 
an existing cannabis user, 
our experience Budtenders 
will recommend the right 

cannabis product for you. 
Our address is 380 Parkway 
Drive, Salamanca, NY 
14779

Bemus is Back in Bloom
Chautauqua Co. Resort Destination Embraces the Season

Bemus Point – Spring 
has sprung in Bemus 
Point, NY, and with 
it comes the much-
anticipated annual event, 
Bemus is Back in Bloom. 
Scheduled for May 6-7, 
this village-wide open 
house welcomes the 
season with open arms 
and invites locals and 
visitors alike to celebrate 
the return of warmer 
weather and longer days.
   Bemus is Back in 
Bloom has become 
a tradition for the 
community, serving as 
a season kick-off for 
many of the village’s 
beloved businesses. This 
two-day event allows 
businesses to showcase 
their new spring goods 
and services while also 
offering special food 
and drink menus that 
embrace the season’s 
fl avors.
   For those who enjoy 
shopping, Bemus Point 
has an array of locally 
owned and operated 
shops that will be 
participating in the event. 
Visitors can expect to 
fi nd new spring-themed 
items, from clothing to 
home decor, that embody 
the spirit of the season. 
These shops will also 
have their doors open 
to welcome visitors and 
showcase their new 
offerings.

   But Bemus is Back in 
Bloom is more than just a 
shopping event. The local 
non-profi t organizations 
also get involved by 
hosting open houses and 
showcasing their services 
to the community. This 
provides an opportunity 
for visitors to learn 
about the work these 
organizations do and how 
they can get involved and 
support their community. 
Be sure to stop by The 
Lawson Center, Bemus 
Point Historical Society, 
and Bemus Point Library 
on Saturday!
   The event is also an 
excellent opportunity 
for visitors to indulge in 
some seasonal cuisine. 
Bemus Point is home to 
several restaurants and 
cafes that will be offering 
special spring-themed 
menus during the event. 
From fresh salads to 
colorful cocktails, visitors 
can expect to savor the 
fl avors of the season while 
enjoying the village’s 
picturesque lakefront 
views.
   Many of the restaurants 
will be kicking off 
the event a day early, 
on Friday, May 5, to 
celebrate Cinco de Mayo. 
Visitors can expect to fi nd 
a variety of Mexican-
inspired dishes and drinks 
at these restaurants, 
entertainment, as well as 

specials throughout the 
weekend!
   In addition to all the 
great activities, Bemus 
Point is known for its 
picturesque location on 
Chautauqua Lake. Visitors 
can take a stroll along the 
waterfront or rent a boat 
and explore the lake. The 
natural beauty of the area 
is truly breathtaking and 
adds to the charm of the 
event.
   Bemus is Back in 
Bloom has something for 
everyone, from shopping 
and dining to community 
engagement and more. 
The event is a testament 
to the community’s love 
for the season and its 
commitment to supporting 
local businesses and non-
profi t organizations. It’s a 
celebration of the coming 
of spring and all the joy 
and new beginnings it 
brings.
   The Bemus is Back in 
Bloom event is a great 
way to welcome spring 
and experience the 
hospitality and charm 
of Bemus Point. With 
something for everyone, 
visitors are sure to have 
a great time exploring the 
village, trying new food 
and drink, and shopping 
for spring merchandise. 
So mark your calendars 
for May 6-7 and join us 
for a weekend of fun and 
celebration!

Southern Tier Biennial Exhibition

Albright- Knox Art Gallery) 
in Buffalo; Judy Barie, 
director of the Chautauqua 
Visual Arts Galleries in the 
Chautauqua Institution; and 
Tullis Johnson, curator and 
manager of exhibitions and 
collections at the Burchfi eld 
Penney Art Center in 
Buffalo. 
   The deadline for entering 
the Southern Tier Biennial 
is June 17.  For full info and 
the online application, visit 
southerntierbiennial.com/.

Tri-County Arts Council Accepting Entries; Deadline June 17 
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BREAKFAST     LUNCH     DINNER
Upscale American Cuisine

Made-to-Order
Local, Fresh Ingredients

Private Wine Cellar Dining Room
Homemade Cookies, Pies and other Sweet Endings

15 Washington Street
716.699.5330

Downtown Ellicottville
www.dinas.com
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Place your ad 
here because the 

other guy left you 
this spot

info@thevillagerny.com
716-860-0118

Finding the Soul of Ellicottville at

17 Washington Street, Ellicottville NY • 716-699-2293 • www.daffevl.com

STORY FROM COVER

CLA

as city scenes reminiscent 
of the Impressionists. The 
exhibit will be on view until 
May 26th. 
   “Through my art, I try 
to capture the life and 
energy that surrounds us,” 
Gutierrez writes in her 
artist’s statement. Indeed, 
her urban scenes and some 
of her portraits of animals 
- such as ‘Trail Camera 
Cardinals,’ which spotlights 
two blurred birds in motion 
against a winter sky - seem 
to freeze not only a tableau, 
but its emotional effect on 
the artist.
   “There was a story I 
wanted to tell,” Gutierrez 
shares when I ask her about 
her choice of works. It’s 
“the journey that I’ve been 
on, the memories that I 
have - a type of tree, an 
alleyway, a laugh, a joke”. 
That translation of personal, 
emotional impression 
comes across especially 
well in her paintings of 
alleyways and streetscapes, 
some of which are titled 
after the moments that left 
such an impression on the 
artist. 
   Those are “a newer 
series,” Gutierrez shares, 
and they are where the 
personal, ‘frozen-in-time’ 
quality of her work comes 
through mostly effectively. 
In many of them, the 
subject of the painting is 
framed by offset, broken 

CONT. FROM COVER

Art

circles Gutierrez says were 
inspired by coin-operated 
viewfi nders. They give the 
pieces a “zeroed in” quality, 
“focused more on one 
part instead of a whole.” 
They also forcefully 
convey the subjective 
quality of memory - little 
things standing out against 
a blurred backdrop of 
recollection.
   The cityscapes are one 
of two distinct sets of 
paintings in the exhibit, 
the other being portraits 
of animals. Crows, moths, 
butterfl ies, and birds fi ll 
Gutierrez’s canvasses, all 
painted with vibrant colors 
and strong lines. Gutierrez 
uses “mostly a palette 
knife,” giving her paintings 
an almost sculptural quality. 
The exhibit may be titled 

Paintings, but her work is 
truly multi-media. Many 
of her pieces are painted 
over a collage of recycled 
paper, including old maps, 
some of which reference 
the very places she paints 
in her work.
   Gutierrez is also an art 
educator, teaching art 
and organizing artistic 
programs at The Resource 
Center. A proud member 
of the local artistic 
community, she sits on the 
board of the North Shore 
Arts Alliance and will be 
part of this year’s NSAA 
Art Trail Hub Crawl, which 
takes place over Memorial 
and Labor Day weekends. 
She can be found on 
Facebook and Instagram, 
or susanjgutierrez@
outlook.com. 

Gutierrez pictured center, right at opening recep-
tion. The gallery is located at 40 S. Portage Street 
in Westfi eld, NY. 

By pATriCiA meAser

   Spring at Chautauqua 
Lake brings blooming 
fl owers, fi shing, and spring 
hunting season. You can see 
boat docks going up, folks 
out walking or cycling, 
and so many other outdoor 
activities.  You may also 
start seeing some unusual 
green or yellow machines 
near the lakeshore.  What 
are they, you may wonder? 
Those are some of the tools 
that the Chautauqua Lake 
Association (CLA) uses to 
clean up the shoreline and 
remove hazardous debris 
from the water.
   Every year, the CLA 
oversees the removal of 
over 400 truckloads of 
debris and weeds from 
the lake to make it safer 
and more enjoyable for 
everyone to use. This non-
for-profi t organization, 
started in 1953, also 
provides education 
programs and required 
scientifi c reports annually 
on lake conditions. They 
are the only organization in 
our area doing this work. 
   Heather Nolan-Caskey, 
CLA’s Supervisor of Lake 
Activities, says the main 
goal of the CLA is “to make 
Chautauqua Lake usable 
for all types of users. This 
includes boaters, skiers, 
and fi shermen. We listen 
to all the groups who use 
the lake and do our best to 
balance their needs. This 
may mean cutting away 
all weeds in some spots, 
and in others just cutting a 
pathway through the weeds 
so that there is still a habitat 
for the fi sheries.”
   She says they manage all of 
this with only six full-time 
employees. The majority 
of the maintenance on their 
multi-million-dollar fl eet of 
equipment is completed in 
the off-season so downtime 
in the summer is minimal.  
Then in the spring, they hire 
32 temporary employees 
who work through Labor 
Day on clean-up projects.  
“Depending on how the 
season goes, we may work 
past Labor Day, but that 
also depends funding and 
availability of workers.  
Most of our temporary 
employees are between 16 
and 18 years old, and go 
back to school in the fall.”
   The workers start in 
Mid-May with near-shore 
barges, cleaning up any 

The workers start in Mid-May with near-shore 
barges, cleaning up any tree trunks, limbs or oth-
er large pieces that are in the way, and picking up 
trash.

tree trunks, limbs or other 
large pieces that are in the 
way, and picking up trash. 
Pontoon boats are used to 
get in between docks to rake 
up leaves and other fl oating 
debris in those smaller 
areas. Harvesters are then 
used to cut up and remove 
weeds. Once a harvester is 
full, the weeds are offl oaded 
onto transport machines, 
which can connect directly 
to a harvester. Transporters 
dock at certain points 
around the lake, where 
conveyors are employed to 
move the waste onto trucks 
for offsite removal.  The 
CLA has three conveyor 
sites, one each at Mayville, 
Long Point and Lakewood.
   Heather says that they 
work all summer, rain or 
shine.  Her job is to meet 
with the crews every 
morning to give them their 
work plans for the day, i.e., 
what machines they are 
using and what part of the 
lake they are each working 
on. She keeps three crews 
working in a circular 
pattern around the lake to 
ensure every area is visited 
at some point during the 
season. 
   “Plans can change on 
a daily basis, though,” 
explains Heather. “The 
wind may infl uence where 
the crews are assigned on a 
given day.  Also, if a crew 
is working around docks, 
and can’t fi t equipment 
between those docks, they 
may have to come back 

with different equipment. 
And I sometimes get calls 
about weeds being bad in 
a specifi c spot, so I may 
send someone to target 
that spot fi rst. Or, if there 
is a harmful algae bloom 
in an area, we’ll move 
somewhere else.”
   Heather has worked at 
the CLA for twelve years. 
In the off-season, she 
writes grants and reports.  
She attends several key 
conferences every year, 
and helps manage their 
fundraisers. She is proud 
to work for the CLA, and 
credits former supervisor 
Paul Swanson, who 
passed away last year, with 
teaching her the respect she 
now has for her job.  
   When asked what she 
loves most about it, she 
responded, “It’s the kids. I 
love teaching them about 
the lake and seeing the 
respect they show for the 
lake and the environment.”  
She adds that this job is 
not easy to do, but they 
stick it out and show 
commitment. Some of 
them bring suitcases of 
clothes to work, because 
the weather on the lake 
may vary so much in a 
single day that they have 
to change clothes several 
times.  “They try to have 
fun with it. Sometimes 
there are little kids on shore 
who want to watch, or who 
want to see the machines. 

 see “CLA”, pg. 15
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Up Close and Personal: Jim Curtis
Maintenance Expert at Holiday Valley

Holiday Valley Golf Course Open
Tips to Make the Most of Your Visit

The greens are perfectly manicured for a true put-
ting surface that will keep you on your toes. With 
a length of 6500 yards, the course is longer than 
it seems, thanks to the challenging fairways and 
varied terrain. So, get ready for an unforgettable 
day at Holiday Valley, where every shot is a new 
adventure!

By ABBy KreinHeder

   Holiday Valley’s 18-
hole par 70 “Double Black 
Diamond” golf course 
is offi cially open! The 
challenging, riveting, and 
extremely well-maintained 
course is surrounded by 
beautiful scenery. 
   The course is the perfect 
blend of mountain and 
fl at terrain, providing a 
unique challenge for all 
skill levels. The front nine 
offers a relatively level 
course that plays longer, 
with ponds and bunkers 
adding to the fun. 
   “We have 4 sets of 
tees…great for juniors and 
seniors. Whatever your 
skill set is at, you can match 
that up…anyone can play 
the course,” said Kyle 
Benish, a PGA Certifi ed 
Golf Professional and the 
Head Golf Professional at 
Holiday Valley since April 
2022.  
   The fi rst hole is a good 
starting point, but there 
is a creek on the left side 
you’ll need to avoid. It’ll 
be hard to avoid water 
on this course! The water 
elements and sloped green 
on the second hole will 
slowly warm you up for 
the third hole that requires 
a perfect straight tee shot 
to avoid a pond on the right 
and going out of bounds 
on the left. 
   Be careful of the big 
bunker on the fourth hole 
if you’re a big hitter. The 
fi fth hole is a par 3 and 
has two bunkers to protect 
the green. The sixth hole 
hooks left and there’s a 
hidden hazard to look out 
for. 
The seventh hole is tough 
with water on both sides 
of the fairway. The eighth 
hole is simple but has new 
bunkers to navigate. The 
ninth hole is a make-or-
break par 3 with a creek 
and tough bunkers. 

But the real excitement 
starts on the back nine, 
which winds its way 
through the mountains 
and offers breathtaking 
views. You’ll need to bring 
your A-game, though, as 
the narrow fairways and 
challenging terrain will put 
your skills to the test. 
   Hole 10 is a short Par 3 
with a sloped green and 
two large bunkers. E’ville 
Corner (Holes 11-13) 
consists of beautiful tee 
locations, creeks, ravines, 
elevations, split fairways, 
and undulating greens. 
You’ll be standing sideways 
for hole 14 and once again 
challenged with avoiding 
a water hazard. You’ll 
then shoot downhill with a 
100-yard drop for hole 15. 
Next up is a beastly Par 
4 for hole 16 followed by 
the redesigned hole 17 that 
goes uphill. Finally, hole 18 
which follows the woods 
down the hill on the other 

side. 
   The greens are perfectly 
manicured for a true putting 
surface that will keep you 
on your toes. With a length 
of 6500 yards, the course is 
longer than it seems, thanks 
to the challenging fairways 
and varied terrain. So, get 
ready for an unforgettable 
day at Holiday Valley, 
where every shot is a new 
adventure!
“Grab a buddy come out 
and have some fun,” Kyle 
said. 
   Golf lessons are available 
from Kyle Benish which 
can be booked online. 
Check out the Holiday 
Valley website for more 
detailed information about 
the course, booking tee 
times, or to get in contact 
with any other questions. 
Rates vary but average 
between $40-80 a day 
depending on day, time, 
front 9, back 9, or a swing 
at all 18 holes. 

By KATe BArTLeTT

   Jim Curtis has been 
working at Holiday Valley 
in various capacities 
for over 48 years. He is 
undoubtedly an expert 
on the Holiday Valley 
terrain, and takes pride 
in providing quality 
maintenance on the lifts 
and slopes. Currently, he 
is involved in removing 
(and relocating) the Mardi 
Gras lift, and has overseen 
21 other lift installations 
in his current role as 
Mountain Operations 
Manager. 
   Born and raised in 
Great Valley, Jim has 
always had a love for the 
great outdoors. He began 
working at Holiday Valley 
in 1974 while he was in 
high school, and has held 
various roles over the 
course of his 48+ years 
with the resort. Jim began 
in food service and ski 
rental, and then found his 
niche in lift maintenance. 

He landed his current role 
as Mountain Operations 
Manager over 19 years 
ago and thoroughly enjoys 
the day-to-day action it 
offers. “Every day, every 
season is different. I love 
being outside every day, 
no matter the weather. You 
never know what the day 
is going to bring winter, 
spring, summer or fall and 
I have met so many great 
people along the way.”
   During his time at The 
Valley, Jim has seen the 
resort undergo many 
changes. “It’s nothing 
like it was 48 years ago. 
Everything has totally 
changed.  It was a small 
resort with 2 chairlifts and 
3 T-bars. Everyone knew 
each other and it was a 
tight knit group back then. 
We’ve grown exponentially 
to become of the largest 
and sought after ski resorts 
in the state, and even 
the country, offering 13 
lifts and 58 slopes to be 
discovered. Holiday Valley 
is now a world class four-
season resort.”
   Jim and his crew are always 
changing and updating 
the trails, providing year-
round maintenance to the 
terrain. Currently, he is 
overseeing his 22nd lift 
removal with the taking 
down of the Mardi Gras lift 
and installing a new high 
speed 6 passenger lift. The 
process of removing a lift 
is quite involved, due to 
its sheer size in intricacy. 

Additionally, Holiday 
Valley sends most of their 
old lifts to be repurposed 
at other ski resorts all over 
the world. The Mardi Gras 
lift will be send to Chili to 
be used at Centro de Ski 
Corralco Resort. Jim has 
spent much of his time 
recently coordinating not 
only the removal, but also 
the transport of the lift and 
explaining the lift to the 
2 Centro de Ski Corralco 
employees (with the help 
of a Spanish translator) that 
spent a week here . Holiday 
Valley lifts can be found on 
resorts all over the country, 
from West Virginia to New 
Hampshire to Wisconsin 
and one at Kissing Bridge. 
The old Yodeler lift is now 
at Catamount Mountain Ski 
Resort in Hillsdale, New 
York. 
   Holiday Valley is one of the 
few resorts in the country 
that installs lifts with their 
own labor crew. Most other 
resorts hire Lift companies 
to install, and simply ‘turn 
the key’ to operate.  “Since 
we install them ourselves. 
We know these lifts inside 
and out. The process is 
lengthy, but it’s worthwhile 
and fulfi lling.” 
Through the winter 
months, Jim oversees 
the lift operators, lift 
maintenance, parking as 
well as the shuttles. He 
manages 100+ employees 
and works 9-10 hour days 

 see “sKiLLs”, pg. 15



Page 6 ~ The Villager ~ May 4-10, 2023Page 6 ~ The Villager ~ May 4-10, 2023

YMCA 5K RUN/WALK: MAY 6, 2023: YMCA, LAKEWOOD

 see “sKiLLs”, pg. 8

PROTECT YOUR HOME 365 DAYS A YEAR

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1 2

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

1-866-925-2047

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer re-
porting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard sys-
tem in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration# 
0366920922 CSLB# 1035795 Registration# HIC.0649905 License# CBC056678 License# RCE-51604 Registration# C127230 License# 559544 Suff olk HIC  License# 
52229-H License# 2102212986 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 2106212946 License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 
Registration# IR731804 License# 50145 License# 408693 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 218294 Registration# PA069383 License# 
41354 License# 7656 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 423330 License# 2705169445 License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

uPVC Frame

Micromesh

Existing Gutter

Hanger

4

3

2

1

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

make it their best summer 
ever. 
   The Fish is perfectly 
situated on Chautauqua 
Lake in the heart of 
Bemus Point at 61 
Lakeside Drive offering 
casual dining with 
unforgettable views of the 
lake for lunch, dinner and 
drinks. Their street level 
dining room and bar offer 
full menu, as well as their 
more casual lower bar and 
deck. The Tank Bar, also 
known as the Floating 
Bar, serves cocktails and 
crafty creations with a 
twist. 
   The Fish is celebrating 
its Birthday on June 3, 
with live music from 
Welcome Distraction and 

STORY FROM COVER

The Fish free cake and champagne. 
“We’re so excited to be 
celebrating our 6th season 
at The Fish,” says owner 
Tom Meyers. “We love 
putting together a season 
full of fun activities 
to provide quality 
entertainment and good 
food to the Bemus Point 
community.” 
   Summer kickoff 
begins Memorial Day 
weekend with a weekend 
of live music and menu 
specials. Throughout the 
summer, The Fish will 
offer Monday night all-
you-can-eat wings for 
$15.99, $5 margarita and 
frozen drink specials with 
live acoustic music on 
Tuesdays, and all-you-
can-eat snow crab legs 
on Thursdays for $49.99. 
They’ve also added a new 
seafood boil to the menu. 
   Other summer events 
include the Drag Show on 

June 10 and August 19, 
Pirate Days on August 
7-8, and Tailgate 
party on September 
9. Tom is also excited 
to announce hosting 
Nerds Gone Wild on 
August 13 and Seismic 
Urge & E5C4PE, 
Journey Tribute band 
on Labor Day weekend, 
September 2. Full 
schedule of events 
can be found online at 
https://bemuspointfish.
club/events/ and follow 
on Facebook for 
updates. 
“The deck is open 
and the dock is ready 
to entertain! Stop 
down and enjoy the 
waterfront with great 
food, drinks and 
quality entertainment 
all season. Memories 
at The Fish are what 
summers are made for!” 

The Fish is located at 61 Lakeside Drive in Bemus Point, NY 14712. They can 
be reached at (716) 386-1210, on Facebook or at www.bemuspointfi sh.club. 

Goodskills has partnered with the local manufacturer, Jamestown Advanced 
Products, to offer hands-on work experience to the participants of the class. 
Following the experience of hands-on work, participants will receive a grad-
uation ceremony and a guide for how to proceed after the class.

Goodwill Good Skills in CHQ. Co.
Training for Manufacturing Jobs

By ViCTOriA pAVLOCK

   A new program has 
recently been introduced to 
Chautauqua County within 
2023. Goodwill Good 
Skills Career Building 
is a fi fteen-day class that 
focuses on certifying 
people in the community 
in numerous subjects. The 
program has shown great 
success within Erie and 
Niagara County over the 
past few years and has 
recently found its way 
to Chautauqua County. 
There are many different 
opportunities to apply to 
join this class. The next 
class starts on May 15th, 
2023 and requires no 
payment!
   Skill assessment, 
goal setting, and basic 
technology training are 
just the beginning of 
this program. Students 
enrolled will also receive 
OSHA Training and 
Forklift Training, Career 
Fundamentals Training 
along with actual hands-on 
work experience. 
   The purpose of this 
four-week class is to give 
participants an opportunity 
to connect with employers 
that offer higher paying, 
advanced manufacturing 
and technology jobs. 
Goodskills has partnered 
with the local manufacturer, 
Jamestown Advanced 
Products, to offer hands-
on work experience to the 

participants of the class. 
Following the experience of 
hands-on work, participants 
will receive a graduation 
ceremony and a guide 
for how to proceed after 
the class. “Following the 
graduation, we have set up 
a job fair that will include 
seven manufacturers and 
interviews for the graduates 
of the program”-Valerie 
Johnson, career coach and 
team member. The job fair 
will give the participants 
the chance to receive 
connections to employers 
and manufacturers in their 
local area. The Goodskills 
program also provides all 
of their students with a 
career coach for up to three 
years after their graduation. 
The purpose of the coach is 
to assist the student in their 
future career. They can help 
anywhere from fi nding job 
opportunities to simply 
aiding their students in 
fi nding a direction for their 
career.
   The only requirements 
for this class are an age 
minimum of eighteen and 
a high school diploma 
or GED. According 
to Valerie Johnson, a 
Goodskills team member, 
there has been a wide age 
range of participants and 
participants that come from 
so many different types 
of backgrounds. The class 
is not subjected to one 
specifi c group and could be 
benefi cial to anyone.

   The Goodskills team 
offers many services to 
this community along with 
the incoming participants. 
Doing what they can to 
support participants in 
need is a major priority 
for the Goodskills team. 
The program wants 
this experience to be as 
benefi cial and simple as 
possible. 
   Valerie Johnson states, 
“We have seen great 
success with fi nding careers 
for our participants. Those 
who are still looking for 
work after graduating and 
attending the job fair are 
also able to come back to 
future job fairs”. Goodskills 
Career Building has shown 
tremendous success for 
not only the participants, 
but for the local area as 
well. Since providing their 
service in the beginning of 
February, Goodskills has 
been shown great support 
from their community. 
Their partnerships with 
Jamestown Community 
College and Jamestown 
Advanced Products have 
helped the program become 
the success that it is within 
the Chautauqua County 
area. The Goodskills group 
has been able to see so 
many changed lives come 
from the classes. “This has 
all been so well received. 
Participants are so excited 
and proud of themselves on 
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Burke Contracting, LLC

✔ New Builds / Additions
✔ Kitchens / Bathrooms
✔ Decks
✔ Roofi ng / Siding
✔ Window Replacement
✔ Painting / Staining
✔ Paint / Stain Restoration

CUSTOM HOME BUILDER!
• ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS • ALL 

PHASES OF CARPENTRY

WWW.BURKECONTRACTING.COM
P.O. Box 326, Ellicottville, NY 14731 

patburke67@gmail.com • 716-378-4223

Specializing In: 
New Builds / Renovations

• Roofi ng & Siding • Stone Fireplaces • Wide Plank Hard 
Wood Floors • Custom Cabinetry • Tile Showers • Trim & 
Furniture • Timber Frame • Houses/ Additions/ Pavilions • 

Timber Frame Accents • Hot Edge Ice Melt Systems

Opening soon in Hornell 
New York is Balloons 
East! The Villager caught 
up with the Kerns wanting 
to learn more. Here’s what 
they shared:
   Villager (V)- Let’s get 
a little history on Balloons 
restaurant and Nightclub, 
when did your Dad and 
Mom start Balloons?
   Mike Kerns (MK)- My 
parents, Micheal Kerns 
and Cheryl Kane began 
their restaurant journey 
as owners of the Rusty 
Nail in Jamestown and 
seized the opportunity to 
bring their experiences 
back to their hometown of 
Ellicottville in 1987 just 
a couple of doors down 
from our current location 
before opening Balloons 
as we know it in 1990.
   V- After his passing you 
took over Balloons from 
your Dad, how was that 
transition?
   MK- Having worked 
around our family 
businesses for my entire 
life, from sorting beer 
bottles in the basement, 
washing dishes, 

helping behind the line, 
bartending and eventually 
managing our family-
owned establishments in 
Jamestown and Ellicottville, 
the transition was a natural 
one. While the timing and 
circumstances surrounding 
my eventual ownership 
were not anticipated 
and heartbreaking, I had 
already begun transitioning 
into Balloons and had 
started managing the 
business months prior. 
The sudden loss of my 
father was signifi cant 
and overwhelming, it 
occurred within weeks of 
the birth of my daughter, 
but it was a tandem event 
that culminated into new 
beginnings that I hope 
brings pride to both of my 
parents.
   V- Its growth has been 
truly awesome, and now 
you’re opening in Hornell, 
how did this come to be? 
How did you fi nd Hornell?
   MK- Hornell found us!! 
A second location had been 
on our minds for quite some 
time. Over the last couple 
of years, we have had a 
few different proposals, 
and this on just felt right… 
the location, the timing, the 
people! 
   Hornell feels like 

home. While it is a 
bigger community than 
Ellicottville, it still offers 
a hometown feel that 
immediately brought 
a sense of comfort and 
excitement.
   V- What kind of place will 
it be?
   MK- Awesome! Cool! 
Fun!
  We will maintain our 
home base vibe offering 
an eclectic mix of Balloons 
favorites, combined with 
some amazing specialty 
entrees… Balloons is for 
EVERYONE, it is our goal 
to make it a comfortable 
and inclusive space for all 
to enjoy. It is important to us 
to maintain that atmosphere 
in every location.
   V- “Balloons East” is the 
name?
   MK- It was a family 
decision explored at our 
dinner table. I couldn’t be 
happier that my kids take 
pride in our business and 
they really pushed to keep 
the businesses connected 
in name and practice. Our 
staff have affectionately 
dubbed it “The Beast” (play 
off Balloons East ya’ll).
   V- How big is it?

Formerly Club 57 in Hornell NY. Balloons Restaurant EAST is coming to 
Hornell NY this Spring 2023!

 see “BALLOOns”, rigHT
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   MK- We will have 
seating for 225 people with 
a couple of different dining 
room options in addition to 
a defi ned bar area. We will 
be able to provide some 
opportunities for private 
catering events.
   V- Will there be anything 
special about the new 
joint?
   MK- Everything! Inside 
people will fi nd special 
items contributing to the 
development of the space 

by many of my local 
friends and artists! Come 
take a peek for yourself! 
I think people who 
know Balloons will fi nd 
immediate comfort, and 
people new to our space 
will hopefully fall in love 
with the eclectic fl air!
   Balloons East or “The 
Beast” will be opening in 
early May so maybe even 
by the time you’re reading 
this. You can check on their 
Facebook pages Balloons 
Restaurant and Nightclub 
or Balloons East.     
  The Villager asked if he 
wanted to add anything 
and Kerns wrote:
   “We want to thank 

our Balloons staff and 
management team for 
jumping head fi rst into 
the shallow end with 
us. When my wife and I 
shared the idea with them, 
I told them we couldn’t 
do it without them, and 
boom, they helped us 
make this crazy endeavor 
a reality. Thanks team! 
Additionally, we have 
been overwhelmed 
by the kindness and 
enthusiasm that we have 
been greeted by within 
the Hornell community, 
and we just can’t wait to 
spread our mantra to the 
East. ‘Always Amongst 
Friends!’”

History: Stockton Hotel
Restaurant in Stockton, NY with a Long History

By deLAiney musCATO 
– sT. BOnAVenTure 

uniVersiTy 

   Stockton Hotel in 
Stockton, New York is one 
of the most unique features 
the town has to offer. This 
hotel turned restaurant has a 
long history that only adds 
to its charm and character. I 
spoke with Ginger Bulger, 
General Manager, about 

Lily Dale, a large spiritual community, is just three miles down the road from 
the restaurant. Stockton Hotel sees a lot of business from this community 
as well as a lot of people from Chautauqua Institution in the summer. 

what Stockton Hotel is like 
now. She also shared the 
history of the hotel with me.  
   The town of Stockton 
was originally known as 
Delanti. Its main industries 
were agriculture and 
forestry. It was renamed 
Stockton after U.S. Navy 
Commodore, Robert 
Stockton. He was also a 
signer of the Declaration 
of Independence. In 

1812, Abel Thompson 
purchased 178 acres 
of land, including the 
land where the current 
Stockton Hotel resides. He 
built a log cabin. Some of 
this original infrastructure 
is still part of the building 
standing today. The 
building changed hands 
twice more until Levi V. 

 “sTOCKTOn”, pg. 11



Page 8 ~ The Villager ~ May 4-10, 2023Page 8 ~ The Villager ~ May 4-10, 2023

YMCA 5K RUN/WALK: MAY 6, 2023: YMCA, LAKEWOOD NY DUALTHLON SERIES: MAY 6, 2023 : RANDOLPH

Mental Health Awareness Month: Appreciating Our Outdoors

Famous New York State Cheddar, Fresh Cheese Curd, 
Salt Rising Bread, Gourmet Delicacies, Speciality 

Meats, Gifts and Much More! 

47 Years in 
Business 1976-2023

53 Genesee Street, Cuba NY 14727 • 585-968-3949

Stop In & See Us Today!
Open Daily 8:30am - 5pm 

Or Shop On-Line: CubaCheese.com

www.cubacheese.com

Old Amsterdam Classic Gouda
3 Year Aged New York State Cheddar
Davinci with Herbs from Holland

New Zealand Sharp Cheddar
Spiced Leyden from the Netherlands
Australian Cheddar

COME TASTE THIS WEEKS FEATURED CHEESES

Phone/Fax: (716) 699-4516
Ellicottville, New York

Custom Homes • Historical Restoration
Custom Mill Work • Bars & Back Bars

Distributors for: Window Fashions - Cirrus, Levolor, Comfortex
Brass Tubing & Hardware

Conestoga Cabinets
Armstrong Vinyls

GE Appliances
Plate Mirrors

Carpeting

G. Michael Nickolson
General Contractor

Distributors for: Window Fashions - Cirrus, Levolor, Comfortex
Brass Tubing & Hardware

Conestoga Cabinets
Armstrong Vinyls

GE Appliances
Plate Mirrors

www.gmnickolsonconstruction.com

Walter’s World
Photo Picks From  “The Rittman Show”

Kangaroo Boxing actually became pretty popular in the 
late 1800s. In both Europe and the United States, clowns 
and professional boxers alike would square off against 
these marsupials in front of frenzied crowds. 

STORY FROM PG. 6
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World Renowned Advocate for Land Protection
WNY Land Conservancy Hosts Tony Hiss

STORY FROM COVER

Land    “Thankfully, communities are beginning 
to recognize the critical importance of saving 
our forests, meadows, wetlands, lakes, and 
rivers for the health and wellbeing of every 
living creature. Copies of Rescuing the Plan-
et can be purchased at Talking Leaves Books 
in Buffalo, or wherever books are sold. 
Tony Hiss is the author of fi fteen books, in-
cluding the award-winning The Experience 
of Place. He was a staff writer at The New 
Yorker for more than thirty years, a visiting 
scholar at New York University for twenty-
fi ve years, and has lectured around the 
world. He lives in New York with his wife, 
young-adult writer Lois Metzger.”

Pictured: (above, left) Black Swallowtail visiting Blue Flag Iris; (above, right) Beaver pond teaming with wildlife.

By Kate Bartlett

   On Thursday, May 25, 
the Western New York 
Land Conservancy will 
host world-renowned 
author Tony Hiss, one of 
the strongest advocates 
for land protection in the 
United States. Tony will 
discuss his infl uential 
book Rescuing the Planet: 
Protecting Half the Land 
to Heal the Earth. The 
free event will be held 
at 7pm at the Montante 
Cultural Center at 
Canisius College. It will 
also be livestreamed, but 

registration is required.
   The event is part of 
the Land Conservancy 
community’s efforts to 
save the unique Floating 
Fen in Chautauqua County 
and create the Western 
New York Wildway, an 
ambitious long-term plan 
to protect and connect 
the largest of our region’s 
remaining forests.  Once the 
Floating Fen is protected, 
it will combine with the 
College Lodge Forest to 
form nearly 400 acres of 
connected forest, making 
it a signifi cant addition 
to the Western New York 
Wildway.
   “The fl oating fen property 
is at the heart of one of 
the most spectacular 
wetland complexes in the 
region,” says the Land 

Conservancy’s Stewardship 
Coordinator and naturalist, 
Erik Danielson. “Even 
there, its sphagnum fen 
covered in irises and 
carnivorous sundews is 
unique in its beauty and 
ecology.”
   Western New York is a 
wonderful place to live. It’s 
home to a vast amount of 
fresh water, our forests teem 
with incredible wildlife, 
and we are the stewards 
of some of the world’s 
most fertile soils. But the 
region has also witnessed 
tremendous sprawl over the 
past fi fty years, resulting in 
the development of large 
stretches of land.
   Thankfully, communities 
are beginning to recognize 
the critical importance 
of saving our forests, 

meadows, wetlands, lakes, 
and rivers for the health 
and wellbeing of every 
living creature. Copies of 
Rescuing the Planet can 
be purchased at Talking 
Leaves Books in Buffalo, 
or wherever books are sold. 
Tony Hiss is the author of 
fi fteen books, including 
the award-winning The 
Experience of Place. He 
was a staff writer at The New 
Yorker for more than thirty 
years, a visiting scholar at 
New York University for 
twenty-fi ve years, and has 
lectured around the world. 
He lives in New York with 
his wife, young-adult writer 
Lois Metzger.
   “Tony Hiss lays out what 
can—indeed must—be 
done to slow the tide of 
extinction. Rescuing the 

Planet is at once sobering 
and joyful—a celebration 
of life and the many people 
working to save it.” —
Elizabeth Kolbert, Pulitzer 
Prize–winning author of 
Under a White Sky

   For more information, 
visit https://www.wnylc.
org/tonyhiss for in 
person registration, or for 
livestream registration 
visit https://www.wnylc.
org/tonyhisslivestream. 

�����������������
Florist and Gift Shop

141 Chautauqua Ave. Lakewood 716-526-1081

Booking 2023/2024 Weddings now
ppjFlowersLakewood.com

We understand the importance of your 
special day and would be delighted to 
be your wedding florist. Our team of 

experienced floral designers will work 
closely with you to create the perfect 

look for your wedding. 

The Villager is looking for your story ideas. What’s new in your 
neighborhood? Is there a business you’d like to see us feature 
or an event that would be great to highlight; we’d like to know. 
If your idea is chosen, we will place it in our next edition and 
be sure to credit you with bringing it to our attention.  Be a 
part of the art! Submit your ideas to info@thevillagerny.com or 
jessica@thevillagerny.com or call 716-699-2058. Good Luck!! 

Submit Your Ideas & Win
receiving the credentials to 
work and make a positive 
impact on their lives and 
communi ty” -Valer ie 
Johnson.
   The Goodskills Career 
Building program is a 
four-week long process 
that includes fi fteen 
classes that take around 

an hour/hour and a half. 
Within this time, students 
will learn and become 
certifi ed in many different 
types of manufacturing and 
technology subjects.
    The idea that there is a 
program that can easily 
change someone’s entire 
life in such a positive way 
is so promising for our 
community. Goodskills has 
taken on the task to reach 
out to the Western New 

York community and do 
what they can to improve 
the wellbeing of humanity. 
If you or someone you 
know is in a place where 
they are in need of steady 
employment, Goodskills 
Career Building is a great 
place to connect with to 
learn and train for a career in 
manufacturing. To fi nd out 
more or start your journey 
on specialized training, 
visit: Goodskillswny.org. 
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STORY FROM COVER

Health

 see “HeALTH”, pAge 14

Mental Health Awareness Month: Appreciating Our Outdoors

Now, before I tell you more about 
the L.L. Bean challenge, I can’t 
help but toot the horn of our sur-
rounding communities that of-
fer opportunities for mental and 
physical well-being.  Snowmobil-
ing, skiing, and snowboarding in 
the winter; walking these beauti-
ful hills year-round. There is hik-
ing and biking, working out at our 
health clubs/gyms, yoga, Pilates, 
golf, swimming, Sky High Adven-
ture Park, boarding, and fi shing. 
Walk through the Nannen Arbore-
tum and make it a tree identifi ca-
tion walk for a little mental chal-
lenge. Visit Allegany State Park, 
Zoar Valley, Griffi s Sculpture 
Park, Rock City Park, and Pfeiffer 
Nature Center in Portville. Take 
a hike on the old logging roads 
that run through the state lands 
across the Enchanted Mountains. 
In Chautauqua County, “a robust 
trail system and ample parks pro-
vide year-round opportunities for 
nature adventures on some of the 
best hiking trails in NY. Discover 
magnifi cent views and undisturbed 
landscapes while hiking, mountain 
biking, horseback riding, snow-
shoeing, cross-country skiing, bird 
watching or snowmobiling the ar-
ea’s network of multi-use trails.” 
(tourchautauqua.com) 

By CArOL FisHer-Linn

   “The benefi ts of time 
outside to our mental well-
being are profound – but 
not well known. Mental 
Health America (MHA) is 
proud to join forces with 
outdoor retailer L.L. Bean 
to solve this problem, 
creating awareness of how 
spending time in nature 
results in greater creativity, 
lower stress, increased 
self-esteem, and reduced 
anxiety.” (mhanational.
org)
   Now, before I tell you 
more about the L.L. Bean 
challenge, I can’t help 
but toot the horn of our 
surrounding communities 
that offer opportunities for 
mental and physical well-
being.  Snowmobiling, 
skiing, and snowboarding 
in the winter; walking 
these beautiful hills year-
round. There is hiking and 
biking, working out at our 
health clubs/gyms, yoga, 
Pilates, golf, swimming, 
Sky High Adventure Park, 
boarding, and fi shing. 
Walk through the Nannen 
Arboretum and make it a 
tree identifi cation walk for 
a little mental challenge. 
Visit Allegany State 
Park, Zoar Valley, Griffi s 

Sculpture Park, Rock City 
Park, and Pfeiffer Nature 
Center in Portville. Take 
a hike on the old logging 
roads that run through 
the state lands across the 
Enchanted Mountains. In 
Chautauqua County, “a 
robust trail system and 
ample parks provide year-
round opportunities for 
nature adventures on some 
of the best hiking trails in 
NY. Discover magnifi cent 
views and undisturbed 
landscapes while hiking, 
mountain biking, horseback 
riding, snowshoeing, 
cross-country skiing, bird 
watching or snowmobiling 
the area’s network of multi-
use trails.” (tourchautauqua.
com) 
      There is boating in the 
Chautauqua region and 
plenty of walking tourism 
opportunities throughout. 
The Southern Tier offers 
as many things as your 
imagination will call you 
to do. We are in our own 
little oasis when it comes 
to having so many physical 
well-being activities at our 
fi ngertips. Do I dare say 
“Nirvana?”
   Mental health is nothing 
to joke about. Likewise, 
it is nothing to avoid 
discussing. We have all 
had our occasional mental 
health challenges, from 
the simple “blues” to deep 
depression, and everything 
in between. We shake 

ourselves out of it, we seek 
help, or sadly, many simply 
hide it, because society has 
for so long made it a taboo 
subject. Thankfully, it is 
being talked about more 
openly today. Let’s look at 
a few famous celebrities 
who have talked about their 
battle with mental illness 
and have risen above it. 
Let’s start with “The Rock” 
Dwayne Johnson, who has 
been very open about his 
issues with depression and 
anxiety. Stars like Lady 
Gaga, Ryan Reynolds 
and Demi Lovato have 
talked publicly about their 
battles with mental illness. 
Some might give advice, 
like seeking counseling 
and medication, which 
Selena Gomez has done. 
Kristin Bell admitted how 
her husband’s mental 
diffi culties impacted their 
marriage, but how treatment 
helped them get through it. 
Prince Harry and Meghan 
Markle have used their 
status to raise awareness. 
Lena Dunham encourages 
those stricken with mental 
disease to exercise to 
improve both their physical 
and mental health. Mariah 
Carey, Chrissy Tiegen, 
Leonardo DiCaprio, 
Angelina Jolie, Britney 
Spears, Brad Pitt, Gwyneth 
Paltrow, Beyoncé, Kendall 
Jenner, Daniel Radcliffe, 
Adele, Ellen, Miley Cyrus, 
Nicki Minaj, and Bruce 

Springsteen all make the list.  
Michael Phelps struggled 
with mental health issues 
from childhood (ADHD). 
In 2018 he teamed up with 
Talkspace, launching a 
campaign to inspire others 
to speak out about their 
mental health struggles, 
using his infl uence to give 
others hope. Bottom line: If 
you, or someone you love, 
are struggling with mental 
health issues, reach out, 
speak up, fi nd help. You 
are not alone. Learn from 
Michael. Go to https://
www. t a lk space . com/
michael and https://www.
talkspace.com/online-
therapy/
   There are many ways 
to get involved in mental 
health advocacy and 
awareness, including 
donating to mental health 
organizations (https://
www.nimh.nih.gov/about/
connect-with-nimh/donate-
to-mental-health-research), 
volunteering, sharing your 
own story and participating 
in the L.L.Bean Feel-Good 
Challenge.
     “In recognition of Mental 
Health Month and the 
feel-good benefi ts of time 
outside, L.L. Bean invites 
you to work together with 
other participants towards a 
combined goal of 500,000 
hours outside during the 
month of May. L.L. Bean is 
donating $25,000 to Mental 

14
Open This Weekend

May 6 & 7, 4-10pM

UpsTaiRs

The See-Zurh House

• 7 TelevisiOns • kenTUcky deRby
• UppeR deck Open • fUll baR

• pOOl Table • daRT bOaRd
• liMiTed MenU Opening Weekend

716-386-2695 • 14 Main Street, Bemus Point NY 14712

Above the See-Zurh House, Bemus Point  NY 14712
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Project Summary
Ellicottville Terrace Apartments

6490 Pine Tree Road
Ellicottville, NY 14731

• 40 One-bedroom apartments
• (5) Eight-unit, 2-story buildings

• 100 Percent Project Based Rental Assistance
• Community Building/Office

• Maintenance Garage

ELLICOTTVILLE TERRACE

Sale Price $2,500,000
Financed by U.S. Dept. of Agriculture - Rural Development Section 515 
loan program.

Based on funding availability, USDA Rural Development may provide 
funding to make this purchase possible. Funding may include 100% 
Rental Assistance and interest credit assistance that reduces the loan 
note interest rate to one-percent. 

Preference will be given to local non-profits and public agencies for 60 
days.

Contact William Durdel
Senior Vice President
bdurdel@dimarcogroup.com
1-585-739-6588

Program Questions?
Contact Laurie Thomack 
USDA, Rural Development 
715-204-8201

4154 McKinley Parkway, Suite 900, Blasdell & 6120 Rt. 219 S. Ellicottville
(716) 442-8889 • www.dimarcoBodySculpting.com

Serving Ellicottville, NY | Olean, NY | Orchard Park, NY | Bradford, PA | & the Surrounding Areas

Advanced Aesthetic Treatments that Produce Lasting Results

DIMARCOBODYSCULPTING.COM

Botox Brow Lift & Forehead
Get rid of “Crows Feet” 
instantly. Get rid of lines

and wrinkles
Secret RF

Non-Surgical face lift

Lip, Cheek & Jaw Line Fillers
Correct age-related volume loss 

of the lip, cheek and chin

25% off Filler
with purchase of Botox treatment

Accepting New Patients
505 Foote Avenue, Jamestown, NY 14701

(716) 720-4900 • woloszynmedical.com

   Dr. Woloszyn grew up in Poland 
where he graduated from the Medical 
University of Gdansk in 2002.  He 
completed his internal medicine resi-
dency at St. John’s Episcopal Hospital 
in Far Rockaway, New York. He has 
been proudly practicing since since 
in  2011 as part of Jamestown Area 
Medical Associates.  Dr. Woloszyn is 
currently affi liated with Olean General 
Hospital.
   He takes a personalized approach see-
ing every patient with exceptional in-
dividualized care in a professional and 

welcoming environment.  Combining 
the newest technology with extensive 
knowledge, skills, and passion for his 
patients, he takes a comprehensive ap-
proach to diagnosis and treatment with 
a fi rm belief that proper care requires a 
high level of doctor patient communica-
tion.  He spends time with each patient 
explaining their options, answering 
questions, and addressing concerns.
   His medical practice offers ready pa-
tient access, same day appointments, 
state of the art facility, and newest med-
ical technology.

STORY. FROM LEFT

B&B

 see “B&B”, rigHT
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Up Close and Personal: Emily Ponti
Tiny Homes with a Heart - Several Local Air B&B

The original Air B&B, The Nest Egg, is located on 
their property in Ohio and offers a unique farm 
stay experience. Her second property is “The 
Greenhouse,” located in Westfi eld, NY. Emily’s 
most recent build, Scandinavian Escape located 
in Portland, NY (pictured). The family now has 
four Air B&B properties in the area. 

Emily, her husband, Rob, 
and their two children, 
Preston & Paige. Emily 
grows and propagates 
plants, some of which 
can be purchased at Lake 
Life Cafe in Bemus Point.

By KATe BArTLeTT 

   Emily Ponti has always 
felt connected to the great 
outdoors. When her mother 
passed away from cancer, 
she poured herself into 
renovating the shed in 
their backyard in Geauga 
County, Ohio, into a tiny 
home. She felt drawn to 
the creek and the energy at 
the forest here, and found 
it therapeutic fi xing up the 
space. She transformed her 
backyard shed into a rustic-
chic tiny home and listed as 
her fi rst Air B&B as “The 
Nest Egg” in 2020. 
   Since then, she has 
opened 3 more Air B&B 
experiences, and is planning 
her 4th. Emily found her 
niche building these tiny 
homes where the space is 
the attraction. “I design 
spaces to be experiences. 
It’s more than just a room 
or a bed for the night, it’s 
a space for families and 
friends to make memories 
and have life experiences 
they’ll probably never 
forget. Life is about making 
memories and having new 
experiences. I strive to 
create spaces to provide 
these experience stays, 

while connecting with 
nature and one another.”
   Emily lives in Geauga 
County, Ohio, with her 
husband, and two children, 
Preston (9) and Paige 
(6). She loves connecting 
with her family in nature, 
and frequently holds 
‘brainstorming sessions’ 
with her children to get 
ideas on what other tiny 
homes they could build. 
The original Air B&B, 
The Nest Egg, is located 
on their property and 
offers a unique farm stay 
experience. Guests are 
welcome to walk an alpaca, 
collect eggs from chickens, 
feed the goats, and listen 
to the creek which runs 
alongside the property. 
“This property is near and 
dear to my heart. Not only 
does it embody how I love 
connecting in nature, but it 
was incredibly therapeutic 
for me after my mother’s 
passing. I love being able 
to share this special space 
with our guests.” 
   Her second property 
is “The Greenhouse,” 
located in Westfi eld, NY. 
This glamping experience 
offers guests an agritourism 
experience as their stay is 

permitted by the New York 
Department of Agriculture 
& Markets where Emily 
grows and propagates 
plants, some of which 
can be purchased at Lake 
Life Cafe in Bemus Point. 
Emily was inspired to 
create this tiny home by 
her mother’s love for plants 
and gardening. Guests are 
invited to participate in 
a planting experience to 
bring home, and tour the 
Greenhouse during their 
stay, which is fi lled with 
100+ plants. 
     Her third property, 
“Midnight Stargazer,” is 
located in Clymer. “My 
kids actually came up 
with the idea for this space 
while looking at the stars at 
the Greenhouse property.” 
This glamping experience 
offers guests an off-the-grid 
opportunity to discover 
the night sky in a celestial 
themed tiny home. The 
site runs on solar power 
and is equipped with 
telescope, fun celestial 
games and astronomy 
books. “We absolutely 
love this location. Not 
only are guests close to 

amazing local hiking trails 
like Panama Rocks and 
Hill Higher State Forest, 
but Clymer has been so 
incredibly welcoming.”
    The last property, 
“Scandinavian Escape,” 
which is located in 
Portland, NY, she recently 
built for a client and 
manages. Emily described 
the property as one of her 
favorite concepts to date. 
Guests rent the entire 
wooded property which 
is comprised of a larger 
modern communal cabin, 

hot tub, and 3 smaller 
colorful sleeping cabins 
which mimic colored 
cabins in Scandinavian 
countries, offers a private 
space for guests. “My 
client was thrilled with the 
end result. We added all 
the bells and whistles onto 
this project for him and he 
has been getting a lot of 
bookings!” 
   Emily has found her true 
passion hosting guests 
in experiential stays. “I 
absolutely love creating 
these spaces for guests to 
make lasting memories 
and have life experiences. I 
love reading guest reviews 
and hearing their back 
stories. I try to connect 

with every guest and make 
their stay as personal as 
possible. It’s so incredible 
to make a difference in 
peoples’ lives, and loving 
what I do.” 
   Emily plans to keep 
creating spaces for guests 
to enjoy, and is already 
working on her next 
concept. To learn more 
about Emily’s story and 
explore her Air B&B 
properties, visit www.
hyggehomeandgarden.
com and follow on social 
media IG @hygge_
home_and_garden; @
midnight.stargazer.ny @
greenhousegetawayny 
@the.nest.egg @
scandiescape

Miller rebuilt the hotel to 
include twelve guest rooms, 
a parlor, a dining room, 
and a kitchen. This is the 
Stockton Hotel of today, 
with a few modifi cations 
to now function as a 
restaurant.
   Today, Stockton Hotel 
hosts many different 
events and serves many 
different customers. 
Bulger said, “We cater 
to all walks”. She also 
mentioned that while their 
menu does not change 
much throughout the year, 
the majority of their menu 
is made from scratch. As 
they are open year-round, 
they incorporate a few 
dishes to accommodate 
each season or holiday. 
In the past they have had 
special menus for holidays 
like St. Patrick’s Day and 
New Years Eve. They also 
refresh their menu once 
a year. Stockton Hotel 
has a very versatile menu 
with options ranging 
from Chicken Fingers to 
Honey Bourbon Shrimp 
and Scallops. One of their 
most popular menu items 

STORY. FROM PG. 7

Stockton is their Beef on Weck. 
Another popular dish is 
their Buffalo sampler 
which includes Beef on 
Weck sliders, fresh cut 
French Fries, and hot 
wings. Stockton Hotel is 
also well-known for their 
beer-battered fi sh fry and 
delicious seafood options.  
   Stockton isn’t great just 
for their food. With their 
renovated upstairs area, 
Stockton is able to host 
large groups of people for 
banquets or other events. 
Bulger told me about some 
of the events held in their 
banquet, “Most events were 
weddings, bridal showers, 
baby showers, Christmas 
parties, Bikers yearly 
breakfast buffet, Mother’s 
Day and Father’s Day, and 
annual Sheriff’s retirement 
dinners”. In addition to 
these bigger events, they 
also have live entertainment 
twice a month, themed 
event nights, or karaoke. 
Past live entertainment has 
included acoustic acts or 
small bands. Their most 
recent themed night was 
90’s night.  
   Stockton Hotel is unique 
to other restaurants in the 
area because of its rich 
history and the role it has 
played in shaping the town. 

Bulger also spoke on 
Stockton Hotel’s family 
friendly atmosphere that 
seeks to welcome anyone 
and everyone who walks 
through the door. She said, 
“We have built a great 
clientele. Most of our 
business is word of mouth 
that travels from here to 
Buffalo, Pittsburgh, Ohio, 
etc.”. This word of mouth 
includes comments of the 
friendly staff, the inviting 
atmosphere, and the great 
food. Lily Dale, a large 
spiritual community, is 
just three miles down the 
road from the restaurant. 
Stockton Hotel sees a 
lot of business from this 
community as well as a lot 
of people from Chautauqua 
Institution in the summer.  
   So, whether you’re 
looking for a place to eat 
good food or a historical 
setting to enjoy, Stockton 
Hotel has more than 
enough to offer anyone. 
You can visit their website 
for their full menu and 
join their mailing list to 
get more information 
about their events. Their 
Instagram page also 
displays pictures of their 
incredible food and any 
special event menus. Be 
sure to check it out!
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WNY’s #1 Floorcovering Dealer  8 LocationsWNY’s #1 Floorcovering Dealer  8 Locations
CUSTOM CARPET CENTERS

The Villager 
Revised  March 8, 2022 • 13X Dates TBD

1/8 Page  5.625” W x 5” H
Full Color

You’ve Got a Friend in the Flooring Business!

   A+ 
Rating

CARPET • HARDWOOD • TILE • RUGS
 VINYL SHEET/PLANK/TILE & LAMINATE

In LAKEWOOD
See Tracy Wilson

716-763-7000

near Walmart

Lakewood Location
111Fairdale Ave.

twilson@customcarpetcenters.com
Olean Location
700 West State St.  

In OLEAN
See Terry Scott

716-372-5676

next to Raymour & Flanigan

tscott@customcarpetcenters.com

visit us at: customcarpetcenters.com  

•  LONGER / WIDER BOARDS    70”  X  9 1/4”
•  SUPER -Realistic 
• 20 MIL RIGID CORE Luxury Vinyl Plank

  California LONG BOARD 
                   Comes to WNY!

YOUR WNY HEADQUARTERS for WATERPROOF FLOORING!

You’ve Got a Friend in the Flooring Business!

see “pOLLen”, pg. 14 see “rOVer”, pg. 14

EVL Village Life: View from My Porch
‘Rover Make-Over’: A Canine’s Best Friend on Elizabeth Street

‘Rover Make-Over’ is located at 16 Elizabeth 
Street in Ellicottville, NY. It is a professional dog 
grooming service, lovingly run by Teresa Wagner 
(above left), her daughter Calla and friend of the 
family, Hannah Gerwitz (above, right), whom Te-
resa refers to as her “right hand”.

“I asked about what they felt was most 
rewarding about their work and they 
passionately responded about their 
affi nity for working on Rescue Dogs.  
They talked about how some of them 
come in kind of sad in a way but, after 
the grooming, their spirits are lifted as 
they prance around as though the ani-
mal has a real sense of appreciation.  
That is truly special.”

By gAry mALiCKi

   I was thinking about 
how I grew up with dogs 
and reminisced about 
those wonderful animals 
of my youth.  My mom 
especially loved them.  
There was ‘Topsy’, 
a small mixed breed 
and then ‘Daisy’, the 
Pomeranian.  They were 
followed by ‘Trixie’, the 
German Shepard.  Finally, 
I recall the poodles, ‘Zsa 
Zsa’, ‘Cocoa’ and ‘Mitzi’.
   These memories came 
to mind as I visited the 
house on 16 Elizabeth 
Street, the site of ‘Rover 
Make-Over’ professional 
dog grooming, lovingly 
run by Teresa Wagner, her 
daughter Calla and friend 
of the family, Hannah 
Gerwitz, whom Teresa 
refers to as her “right 
hand”.
   With twenty-one years 
of grooming experience, 

you can feel how this 
trio loves the animals 
they service.  “I’ve been 
obsessed with my love 
of dogs since I was a 
little girl”, happily boasts 
Teresa, and it’s displayed 
in the warmth she shows 
to her own dog and cat 
that freely roam through 
the house.
   I asked her about some of 
the challenges faced in the 
course of her work day.  

She said there are times 
they are unfamiliar with 
a dog they’re working on 
but, after the grooming, 
they’re able to latch on 
to the dog to get a true 
sense of their individual 
personality.  There’s one 
furry client that they 
somehow discovered 
they need to sing to as 
they clip her nails.  They 
all agreed that patience is 
one of the keys to their 
success.
   I shared a little humorous 
story with them as well 
as it was related to what 
they do for a living.  We 
all live in a unique place 
that even features an 
area with a street sign 
showing the way to 
‘Elmer’s Dog Park’.  A 
comment was related to 
me by a gentleman on 
social media. He talked 

Spring & Seasonal Allergies Arrive Early
Study Finds Pollen Levels Are on the Rise

In fact, a study out of the University 
of Michigan predicted that toward 
the end of this century, pollen counts 
could increase 200% if climate change 
trends continue, thanks to warmer 
temperatures and especially carbon di-
oxide emissions. The Michigan study, 
which ran various simulations, pre-
dicts that pollen emissions could start 
40 days earlier and last 19 days longer 
than today. 

By CArA BirriTTieri, 
AuTHOr, 

FreeLAnCe wriTer, 
sCienCe TeACHer, 

CHQ COunTy residenT

   If you have noticed 
allergies arriving earlier 
than normal, you are 
not alone. In many parts 
of the country spring 
arrived early. That 
means those who suffer 
from seasonal allergies 
started feeling miserable 
early, and experts say 
this year may be a 
sign of things to come. 
Scientists and doctors 
are more concerned that 
seasonal allergies may 
continue to start earlier, 
last longer, and become 
more severe over the 
upcoming decades. 
   According to the 
National Phenology 
Network, parts of the 
Midwest, as well as New 
York, have seen record 
breaking timing, “Parts 
of the Southeast, lower 
Midwest, mid-Atlantic, 
and New York City area 
are seeing either the 
earliest spring leaf on 
record or a spring that 
only occurs once every 
40 years.” Spring arrived 
nearly four weeks ahead 
of schedule in the Mid-
Atlantic and Northeast 
this year.
   Exactly when Spring 
begins is based on two 
parameters. One is the 
“fi rst leaf index” and 
the other is the “fi rst 
bloom index.” Both 
indexes rely on lilacs 
and honeysuckles, since 
they are both among the 
earliest plants to show 
their leaves and fl owers. 
The Phenology Network 
says both are associated 
with the “fi rst leafi ng” 
and “blooming of early 
spring shrubs and 
deciduous trees.”

   Given such early fi rst leaf 
and fi rst bloom arrivals, 
those who are prone to 
seasonal allergies have 
likely felt their allergies 
kick in early as well, and 
such timing could mean 
the allergy season 2023 
may be worse, and longer 
than usual. Of course, 
it’s the pollen that causes 
the allergic reaction, and 
pollen is key to the life 
cycles of all the fl ora we 
love so much in spring. 
   In fact, a study out of the 
University of Michigan 
predicted that toward the 
end of this century, pollen 
counts could increase 
200% if climate change 
trends continue, thanks to 
warmer temperatures and 
especially carbon dioxide 
emissions. The Michigan 
study, which ran various 
simulations, predicts that 
pollen emissions could 
start 40 days earlier and 
last 19 days longer than 

today. 
   Pollen consists of 
tiny grains that contain 
the genetic material for 
plants to reproduce. 
These tiny grains are 
carried by air seeking 
plants of the same 
species to pollinate, 
and are inhaled easily. 
Many of us have an 
immune response to 
these intruders, kicking 
off a cascade of events 
inside our bodies. The 
immune system releases 
antibodies to attack the 
allergen/pollen, then 
histamines are released 
into the blood, which 
then triggers all your 
allergy symptoms: 
runny nose, sneezing, 
itchy eyes, etc.
   Scientists believe how 
much pollen is released 
by grasses, trees, etc., 
depends on how well 



Page 13 May 4-10, 2023 ~ The Villager ~ 

The Villager is looking for your great photos. Snap a few pics of your family, 
friends or yourself enjoying reading The Villager wherever you are and send 
it in. We will place it in our next edition and be sure to credit you . email info@
thevillagerny.com or call 716-699-2058. Can’t wait to see what you send in!!

Villager Photo Contest

What’s Shaking in EVL
Whether Outside or In, Live Music is Always Available Beat on the Street

 “What is the First Thing You Learned in College?”

The Villager is looking for your story ideas. What’s new in your neighborhood? 
Is there a business you’d like to see us feature or an event that would be 
great to highlight; we’d like to know. If your idea is chosen, we will place it in 
our next edition and be sure to credit you with bringing it to our attention.  Be 
a part of the art! Submit your ideas to info@thevillagerny.com or jessica@
thevillagerny.com or call 716-699-2058. Good Luck!! 

Submit Your Stories & Win
info@thevillagerny.com
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Sign Up for Our E-Newsletter:
www.thevillagerny.com

Call Our Offi ces Today! 716-699-2058 

BY CHAD NEAL

         After graduation from high school, most of us felt like 
we were on top of the world, that is until we stepped 
on that college campus, or that boot camp. So many 
things slapped us in the face and showed us that we 
have a lot to learn, and not just about academics. The 
transition to a new type of living was a shock for a 
lot of kids. And that wasn’t even the beginning of the 
real world. Meeting new people and learning new 
towns and cities was a big part of it, and if you were 
in the military you learned with fervor. The new life 
was fun as all the new stuff came at us daily. Finding 
customs from new friends and different ways to do 

our routines all made for building blocks in the person we have become. Some 
didn’t go to college at all, and some didn’t even leave home, but that is defi nitely a 
point in our lives that was signifi cant. What was one of the fi rst things you learned 
when you moved to college?

Melissa B.- Lock your 
door.

   BY MOUTHSAYTONGUE

     Mother Nature can’t 
make up her mind but 
that’s typical WNY weath-
er. Fortunately, we have 
plenty of music to enjoy 
‘til it warms up. Let’s see 
who’s playing where. 
     Our weekend starts on 
Thursday at Balloons for 
Burger and Brew night 
from 4-10pm. $15 gets 
your choice of any burger 
and any beer on the menu 
with house made chips. 
This week’s music will be 
provided by Brian Hanna 
and Friends. Brian plays a 
rock/fork/pop set of cov-
ers. 
      The Gin Mill’s Thurs-
day offering is Kody and 
Herren from 8-11pm. This 
couple plays a folk/rock/ 
roots/country set of covers 
and originals. Try some of 
the 37 beers on tap. 
           FRIDAY
     Appropriately Taque-
ria is fi rst up on Cinco de 
Mayo with Tui Osborne 
from 5-8pm. Tui plays a 
reggae/ska/pop set of cov-
ers to accompany Evl’s 
only Mexican fare. 
     We’re back at Balloons 
for The Chillbillys (full 
band) from 6;30-10pm. 
Bob and Tiffany play a 
rock/pop/folk/country/
blues set of covers. Dj 
Andre the Giant Redhead  
will rock the sound booth 
layin’ down the sauce so 
you can do the fl oss on the 
two dance fl oors. 

     12 Gates of Evl joins the 
party with Jason Wedlock 
from 7-10pm. Jason plays 
a rock/folk/blue grass/
blues set of covers. Try the 
Po’boy sandwich, my fave. 
     We close it out at Ma-
digans who put an addition 
on the front of the building. 
They have Dj SI burning 
down the house sound from 
9-1am with a groove so you 
can bust a move in the sec-
ond story window. 
           SATURDAY 
     The Gin Mill gets an 
early start with Joe Wag-
ner and Company from 
2-5pm. Whether it’s a late 
lunch or early dinner Joe 
has you covered. Live & 
Kickin takes the stage from 
8-12am. They play a multi 
genre set of covers. Try the 
Carriage House Sidebar for 
some high-end craft cock-
tails. 
     Balloons is back with 
Tommy Z from 6:30-10pm. 
Tommy is a traveling musi-
cian playing blues and rock 
originals and covers around 
the world. Dj KT Stylez 
will follow in the sound 
booth with some jams so 
so can shake your gams till 
2am. 
     Once again we’re back 
at Madigan with Dj SI 
providing the thumpin’ for 
the bumpin’ from 9-1am. 
Check out the foosball or 
pool tables for some friend-
ly competitors. 
           SUNDAY
     Villaggio hosts its weekly 
AYCE Pasts and Rime Rib 

Night from 5-9pm. Fresh 
pasta with the toppings of 
your choice and succulent 
prime rib made to your lik-
ing. This week’s musical 
guest is Michael Skowron-
ski from 5:30-8:30pm. Mi-
chael says he plays every-
thing from The Beatles to 
The Eagles to Chris Staple-
ton, from the 60’s -today. 
      Monday is String and 
Wings at Balloons from 
4-10pm. If 50 cent wings 
and a nice craft beer se-
lection isn’t enough, this 
week’s musical guest is The 
Chillbillys from 6-9pm. 
This is the acoustic version 
of Friday’s show. 
     The Gin Mill returns with 
Red Gray from 7-10pm. 
Red plays classic and out-
law country and classic 
and southern rock covers 
and originals. Try the lat-
est kitchen in town open, 
till 10pm Sunday-Thursday 
and 11pm Friday-Saturday. 
     We’ve been ending the 
week the same for 39 years 
at The Gin Mill with Joe 
Wagner and Company, 
Wing Wednesday from 
7-11pm. Joe plays a folk/
country rock/pop/blues/ 
country set of covers that 
are like musical comfort 
food. $1 wings and $1 off 
all domestics seals the deal. 
     If you enjoyed your time 
here tell family and friends 
and come on back, but 
wherever you are PLEASE, 
ALWAYS SUPPORT 
LIVE MUSIC!!!!!!!

Shawn S.- Eyes ahead. 
Shut my mouth. Do 
what I was told. Don’t 
question Jack!!!!! Lon-
gest 13 weeks of col-
lege ever. University of 
Parris Island.

Jonah H.- That a bong 
hit would set off the 
smoke detector in the 
dorm. 

Mat S.- To stick dryer 
sheets in paper towel 
rolls, and it’s easier to 
bring a keg through 
the window than the 
front door? 

Meg O.- How to buy 
groceries and not just 
snacks. 
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Joe D.- Laundry does 
not do itself. 

EVL Village Life: View from My Porch
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26 monroe street, ellicottville  •  716-699-herb (4372)  

• Follow us on Twitter @ Natures_Remedy • txt naturesremedy to 22828 to join our mailing list

Nature’s Remedy
n a t u r a l  m a r k e t
• herbs, vitamins & minerals

• vegan/vegetarian specialty items 
• gluten free foods

• healthy alternatives for kids & babies
• healing teas • balancing homeopathics

• eco-friendly cleaning products
• amazing aromatherapy, bath & body

natures-remedy.net : holistic-wellness-center.com

h o l i s t i c  c e n t e r 
• craniosacral therapy

• bio-scans • naturopathic consults
• weight loss therapies • metabolism testing

• iridology • homeopathic consults
• ionic detox foot bath • refl exology

 •massage • certifi ed herbalists

&

Clayton Silvernail
ATTORNEY  AT  LAW

• Residential and Commercial Real Estate • Wills  • Trusts  • Estates
“Your local hometown attorney who understands your needs and concerns.”

CLAYTON L. SILVERNAIL, ESQ., PLLC
P.O. Box 256 • 11 Martha Street, Suite 100 • Ellicottville, NY 14731
Office (716) 699-2500 • Fax (716) 699-2505 • web: slivernailesq.com
Conveniently located in Ellicottville in the renovated “old Agway” building. 

Dana Ukolowicz,  Owner

Dana’s Heating & 
Plumbing

Fu
lly

 In
su

re
d!

Call or Text 716-801-1789 or 716-801-5420
Ellicottville, NY 14731 • Serving the Southern Tier

Air Conditioning & Electrical

H H Sudoku Challenge H H
To solve a Sudoku puzzle, 
place a number into each 
box so that each row across, 
each column down, and each 
small 9 box square within the 
larger diagram (there are 9 
of these) will contain every 
number from 1 through 9.  In 
other words, no number will 
appear more than once in any 
row, column, or smaller 9 box 
square.  Working with the 
numbers already given as a 
guide, complete each diagram 
with the missing numbers 
that will lead to the correct 
solution....Good luck!

Last Week’s Puzzle:

This Week’s Difficulty Level:
H  H H H 

SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM

Don’t miss out on a single issue!
We’ll keep you in touch with all the news in 

and around Ellicottville.

Cost: $50 - 6 months, $85 - 1 year
If delivered inside the continental USA

$60 - 6 months, $95 - 1 year 
If delivered to Canada US funds 

Name:
Address:

Email: (optional)
Mail this form, along with payment to: THE VILLAGER 

PO Box 178, Ellicottville, NY 14731

Published Every Thursday / 
AD DEADLINE: Mondays at 4pm

PO Box 178 •Ellicottville, NY 14731 • Phone (716) 699-2058
Email: info@thevillagerny.com • TheVillagerNY.com

The Villager is a free weekly publication serving Chautauqua, Cattaraugus and surrounding 
communities, compliments of our advertisers. The views expressed within the publication 
do not necessarily reflect those of the Publisher, The Villager Staff, or of the advertisers. The 
contents of The Villager cannot be reproduced without written consent from the Publisher. 
This includes, but is not limited to, articles, photographs, artwork and ad design. Comments 
and story ideas may be submitted to: info@thevillagerny.com or PO BOX 608, Bemus Point 
NY, 14712. The Villager is a Zimmer Media Publication.

Raynor’s 
Liquor Store

Great Selection & Prices
on all Wines  & Liquor!

Minutes from Bemus Point.

213 Fluvanna Avenue • Jamestown, New York • (716) 664-4503
Sunday: 12pm-5pm • Monday-�ursday: 9am-9pm • Friday & Saturday: 9am-10pm

Retro Images
Photo Picks From CATT and CHQ Counties

Checkered School House
Stoneledge Road - Ashville, New York

Built 1846 - Photo Taken 1914

Place Your Classifi ed: info@thevillagerny.com

TRIPLE D RODEO: MAY 19, 2023 : TRIPLE D RANCH, NAPOLI

CONT. FROM PG 9

Health

Nominate your favorite small business owner. (One entry per person 
please) and if your recommendation is chosen, we will feature that 
small business owner in a special feature article on the cover of 
our publication. All nominations can be made via e-mail to info@
thevillagerny.com or by calling into the offi ce at 716-699-2058. Vote 
and support your favorite businesses today!!

Tell Us About It!!

CONT. FROM PG 12

Rover

ELLICOTTVILLE: Strong organizational skills a must as well as 
ability to work in a fast-paced environment. Must be profi cient 
in Microsoft Offi ce and Adobe Suite. 
Email info@thevillagerny.com or call 716-699-2058. 

SALES: The Villager Newspaper is looking for Sales Represen-
tatives in Chautauqua & Cattaraugus Counties. Hours are fl ex-
ible. Email: info@thevillagerny.com Call: 716-699-2058.

Help Wanted: Creative Manager

about going there to walk 
his dog and it seemed that 
he can recall the names of 
other dogs being walked 
rather than the names 
of their owners. I asked 
them if it was as easy to 
work with dog owners in 
general.  They basically 
said that the owners are 
pretty much set in their 
ways, knowing exactly 
what they want. The Rover 
Make-Over team is very 
fl exible and happy to honor 
any request. After all they 
are working on a member 
of their family.
   I asked about what they 

felt was most rewarding 
about their work and they 
passionately responded 
about their affi nity for 
working on Rescue Dogs.  
They talked about how 
some of them come in kind 
of sad in a way but, after the 
grooming, their spirits are 
lifted as they prance around 
as though the animal has a 
real sense of appreciation.  
That is truly special.
   They also offer custom 
trims by request such as 
Mohawks and Beatle cuts 
depending on the particular 
breed.  Prior to entering 
the business, they all took 
classes and were trained 
before taking on this unique 
profession.
   One of the best parts 
about all of this is that they 

all have local roots.  Teresa 
has lived in the house 
where they work all of 
her life as her parents did 
before her and Hannah is 
from Ellicottville as well.
   They work by appointment 
as they strive to work on 
one dog at a time to give 
their full attention to each. 
Their number is 716-
364-2302 and they work 
Tuesday through Saturday. 
   I thanked them for their 
hospitality and giving me 
a great perspective on a 
business with which I was 
previously unfamiliar. You 
can honestly feel their love 
of the clientele. In another 
place and time, I would 
have trusted all of the 
dogs of my youth to these 
wonderful people.

Health America – and 
will donate $50,000 if the 
challenge is met.”
    Since this is a combined 
challenge, you only need to 
spend the time that’s right 
for you, whether that’s hours 
or minutes. Even a small 
amount of time outside 
can make a big impact on 
one’s mental well-being. 
Through your joint efforts, 
you’ll raise awareness of 
the importance time outside 
has on mental health and 
help ensure this awareness 

is shared with everyone 
who needs it. Plus, you’ll 
have a wonderful time 
outdoors doing the things 
you love – or maybe even 

trying something new. 
Here’s where you fi nd 
out more and sign up: 
https://www.strava.com/
challenges/3708

the plant grows. Many 
plants will grow more 
briskly with warmer 
temperatures, but plants 
also need carbon dioxide 
to thrive. Carbon dioxide 
powers photosynthesis, 
which produces the food 
and energy for the plant. 
The more access to carbon 
dioxide, the better plants 
will grow. 
   The Michigan researchers 
found that carbon dioxide 
may impact the levels of 
pollen even more than 
temperatures. Of course, 
excess carbon dioxide 
from carbon emissions 
of all sorts is what 
powers the greenhouse 

CONT. FROM PG 12

Pollen effect, and leads to rising 
temperatures. However, 
scientists admit they 
have no way to predict 
how plants will react to a 
tremendous rise in carbon 
dioxide.
   Another 2021 study 
found that pollen levels 
have already risen 
substantially. Researchers 
at University of 
Wisconsin documented 
data from 1990 to 2018, 
which revealed that pollen 
season is about 20 days 
longer now, and actual 
pollen load is up 21%.  
If all this is giving you 
a headache and making 
you feel stuffed up, there 
is a bit of good news. 
Scientists are hopeful 
that keeping a much 
closer watch on climate, 
the springtime indexes, 

and pollen will provide 
much better accuracy for 
predicting pollen waves 
for allergy sufferers.  
Better predictions could 
help the roughly 30% of 
the population that are 
affected by pollen take 
cover, and start immediate 
treatment. 
   The Mayo Clinic says 
it’s best to keep a watch 
on weather reports, and 
stay indoors if pollen 
counts are high, avoid 
doing any kind of yard 
work, and if you go 
outside, wear a mask, then 
wash all clothes when you 
come in. Best of luck to 
everyone this season!
   Check here for more 
info: https://www.
mayoclinic.org/diseases-
conditions/hay-fever/in-
depth/seasonal-allergies
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The Villager is looking for your story ideas. What’s new in your neighborhood? 
Is there a business you’d like to see us feature or an event that would be 
great to highlight; we’d like to know. If your idea is chosen, we will place it 
in our next edition and be sure to credit you with bringing it to our attention.  
Be a part of the art! Submit your ideas to info@thevillagerny.com or call 716-
699-2058.

Submit Your Strories to The Villager

Classifi ed
PUBLIC NOTICES 

Place Your Classifi ed: info@thevillagerny.com

SERVICES/BUSINESSES
FURNITURE REPAIR - Cosmetic and structural repairs for wood, upholstery 
and mechanisms. On-site or in-shop. Pumpkin Hollow Furniture can be found on 
FB for before and after pictures. Call 716-604-6426. 
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SERVICE AVAILABLE: Lawn and reseeding, leaves, tree and limb removal, 
beds and mulch, hedge trimming and lawn rolling. Fully insured. Call 716-244-
7173: CBS Lawn and Landscaping

Every day made better®

FEATURING
Freshwater Salt Hot Tubs

Spas Starting at $4,999

Olean, NY
650 E. State St.

www.poolmartonline.com

(716) 373-3944
*20 minutes from Ellicottville

Also in Depew

Serving Ellicottville for Over 40 Years

WWW.BURKECONTRACTING.COM
P.O. Box 326, Ellicottville, NY 14731 • patburke67@gmail.com • 716-378-4223

Burke Contracting, LLC
CUSTOM HOME

BUILDER!
• Additions

Renovations
• All Phases of 

Carpentry

✔ New Builds / Additions
✔ Kitchens / Bathrooms
✔ Decks
✔ Roofi ng / Siding
✔ Window Replacement
✔ Painting / Staining
✔ Paint / Stain Restoration

NOTICE OF FORMATION: Alterity Regenerative Ranching, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. fi led with the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on 3/16/2023. Offi ce: 
Cattaraugus County. SSNY is designated as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to: Alterity Regenerative 
Ranching, LLC, PO Box 295, Portville, NY 14770. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

CONT. FROM PG. 5

Skills

CUSTOM INTERIOR PAINTING
Donjon • 716 901-2666 • donjk56@yahoo.com

• DRYWALL REPAIR  • WALLPAPER REMOVAL
• KITCHEN CABINET REFINISHING 

• SMALL EXTERIOR PAINTING
Servicing Chautauqua • Cattaraugus 

KILA  PAINTING

Womens History Images
Photos  of Women in History

Kathrine Switzer Was The First Woman To Run 
The Boston Marathon (1967).

When organizer Jock Semple realized a woman was
running he tried to tackle her

HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED- THE SILVER FOX STEAKHOUSE is looking for 
experienced Kitchen Staff.  Mail resume to P.O. Box 146, Ellicottville, NY 
14731 or email silverfoxeville@aol.com
HELP WANTED: THE SEE ZURH HOUSE & 14 MAIN UPSTAIRS is currently 
looking for candidates in all positions. Anyone interested in working at The SEE ZURH 
HOUSE should send resume with contact information to our email: theszhbpt@gmail.
com or call today: 716-386-2695.
HELP WANTED: Looking for CARPENTERS with 3 yrs. or more of experience. 
Apply to G.M. Nickolson Construction, Inc. 42 Mill Street Ellicottville, NY 14731 
or email: gmnickolson@aol.com. 

HELP WANTED: TOWN OF GREAT VALLEY YOUTH PROGRAM 
DIRECTOR
The Town of Great Valley is accepting resumes for the position of Youth Program 
Director for the six-week summer Youth Program.  The successful candidate will work 
less than 25 hours per week at $15.00 per hour.  Please submit a resume and letter of 
intent to: Town Clerk’s Offi ce, PO Box 427, Great Valley, NY  14741
Or, submit by email to; tevans168@gmail.com

TOWN OF MANSFIELDRESIDENTS - BULKY TRASH PICKUP
MONDAY MAY 8, 2023
PLEASE HAVE ALL TRASH ITEMS READY BY MAY 7, 2023
EACH ROAD WILL BE PICKED UP ONCE LIMIT 10 ITEMS
WILL PICK UP: • Dry paint in cans • Appliances with the exception of refrigerators, 
freezers, or air conditioners • Furniture • Bulky items
WILL NOT PICK UP: Garbage • Batteries • Tires • Used Oil • Brush • Barbed Wire 
• Chemicals • Hazardous Waste Automobiles • Dead Animals or Animal Waste • 
Construction Waste • Propane Cylinders
   People putting out trash for Town pickup that is brought in from outside the Town of 
Mansfi eld may be subject to prosecution.

Jim Croft • 716 592-2347 • www.concorddetail.com • 7020 Henrietta Rd, Springville NY

Celebrating  15 Years of Automotive Detailing Excellence!

TOWN OF MANSFIELDRESIDENTS - BULKY TRASH PICKUP 
MONDAY MAY 8, 2023: PLEASE HAVE ALL TRASH ITEMS READY BY 
MAY 7, 2023 EACH ROAD WILL BE PICKED UP ONCE LIMIT 10 ITEMS
WILL PICK UP: • Dry paint in cans • Appliances with the exception of 
refrigerators, freezers, or air conditioners • Furniture • Bulky items
WILL NOT PICK UP: Garbage • Batteries • Tires • Used Oil • Brush • Barbed 
Wire • Chemicals • Hazardous Waste Automobiles • Dead Animals or Animal 
Waste • Construction Waste • Propane Cylinders
   People putting out trash for Town pickup that is brought in from outside the 
Town of Mansfi eld may be subject to prosecution.

   Ann Seward Reading of Jamestown, Bemus 
Point and Lakewood, NY and more recently of 
Longwood at Oakmont in Pittsburgh, PA passed 
away peacefully on Sunday, April 30, 2023, at 
the age of 87.

   Born October 23, 1935, in Fitzgerald, GA, she 
was the daughter of Corinne W. and Albert N. 
Seward, who preceded her in death. She was also 
preceded in death in 1999 by her beloved hus-
band of nearly 42 years, Richard Persell Read-
ing., who was President of Quality Markets, Inc. 
for many years.

    Ann spent her early years in Tallahassee, FL and 
Butler, PA before moving to Jamestown in 1951. 
She was a graduate of Jamestown High School, 
Bradford College and �e Katharine Gibbs 
School in Boston, MA. She met her husband at 
Winter Carnival at Dartmouth College.
    She worked for the Berke Moore Company 
in Boston before marrying Dick in 1957 and 

moving to Panama City, FL, where he was stationed at Tyndall Air Force Base. 
�ey returned to Jamestown in 1958, where her primary focus was on raising their 
growing family.
    Ann was a member of the United Church of Ellicottville, NY, where she had a 
home for many years. Ann was an avid skier and member of the Ellicottville Ski 
Club. During the summers, she enjoyed lectures, operas and musicals at Chautau-
qua Institution. Active at Jamestown’s WCA Hospital and serving on the Creche 
and Agnes Home Boards, over the years Ann also volunteered for the Cub Scouts, 
PTA and Jamestown’s First United Methodist Church, where she was a member.
   In addition to snow skiing, Ann enjoyed golf at Moon Brook Country Club, 
playing bridge and spending time at Chautauqua Lake Yacht Club and Lakewood 
Rod and Gun Club. She and her husband also spent many years traveling across the 
United States and Europe, enjoying numerous ski trips.  �ey loved showing their 
passports between Switzerland and Italy on skis! Ann truly loved life and more 
than anything, loved being with her family.
    Survivors include William (Catherine) Reading of Charlotte, NC, Molly (Tom) 
Saeli of Bloom�eld Hills, MI and �omas (Tracey) Reading of Pittsburgh, PA; eight 
grandchildren, Tyler (Kate) Saeli, Erin (Jon) Ray, Brent Saeli, Rachel Reading, Sar-
ah (Dixon) Mallory, Blake (Carla) Reading, Spencer (Allie) Reading, and Connor 
Saeli as well as four great-grandchildren, Jackson Ray, Isabelle “Izzy” Saeli, Kenne-
dy Ray and Olive “Liv” Saeli.
   A Celebration of Life will be held at the Chautauqua Lake Yacht Club on Friday, 
May 5th, from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm. Interment will be private.
     In lieu of �owers, memorial donations may be made to the Chautauqua Lake 
Association, 429 East Terrace Avenue, Lakewood, NY 14750-1538 or Lounsbury 
Adaptive Ski Program, Holiday Valley Resort, PO Box 370, Ellicottville, NY 14731.
You may leave words of condolence at www.lindfuneralhome.com.

~ Ann Seward Reading ~ 1935 - 2023
Jamestown, Bemus Point, Lakewood, NY   

BEMUS POINT SCHOOL DISTRICT residents: a proposition for sustainable 
library funding for the Bemus Point and Fluvanna Free Libraries will be on the ballot at 
Maple Grove Jr./Sr. High School on Tuesday, May 16. The Bemus Point and Fluvanna 
Free Libraries will be hosting public forums to give information and answer any 
questions about the vote. They will be held at the Bemus Point Library on Tuesday, 
May 9 from 6:30-7:30 pm, and at the Fluvanna Free Library on Wednesday, May 10 
from 5-7 pm. Our Boards of Trustees look forward to sharing and hearing from you.
Phone Number:7164858052

all have local roots.  Teresa 
has lived in the house 
where they work all of 
her life as her parents did 
before her and Hannah is 
from Ellicottville as well.
   They work by appointment 
as they strive to work on 
one dog at a time to give 
their full attention to each. 
Their number is 716-
364-2302 and they work 
Tuesday through Saturday. 
   I thanked them for their 
hospitality and giving me 
a great perspective on a 
business with which I was 
previously unfamiliar. You 
can honestly feel their love 
of the clientele. In another 
place and time, I would 
have trusted all of the 
dogs of my youth to these 
wonderful people.

NOTICE OF TOWN PLANNING BOARD OF THE TOWN OF 
ELLICOTTVILLE - Please take notice that the Town of Ellicottville Planning 
Board will be holding a special meeting Monday, May 15, 2023 at 6pm at the 
Town Center on 28 Parkside Drive.

and pollen will provide 
much better accuracy for 
predicting pollen waves 
for allergy sufferers.  
Better predictions could 
help the roughly 30% of 
the population that are 
affected by pollen take 
cover, and start immediate 
treatment. 
   The Mayo Clinic says 
it’s best to keep a watch 
on weather reports, and 
stay indoors if pollen 
counts are high, avoid 
doing any kind of yard 
work, and if you go 
outside, wear a mask, then 
wash all clothes when you 
come in. Best of luck to 
everyone this season!
   Check here for more 
info: https://www.
mayoclinic.org/diseases-
conditions/hay-fever/in-
depth/seasonal-allergies

to keep everything staffed 
and running smoothly 
for the customers. Over 
the summer months, his 
focus switches gears 
to trail and grounds 
maintenance, including 
lights and lifts. 
   His favorite thing 
about his job is being 
outside every day. After 
working at Holiday 

Valley for 48+ years, he 
knows the resort like his 
own backyard. He’s found 
his niche, and enjoys the 
every day excitement 
the job offers. While 
Jim oversees projects 
and daily operations; he 
couldn’t do it without the 
hard work from his team. 
“We have a solid labor 
crew at Holiday Valley, 
and I’d be lost without 
them. They’re the ones 
out there doing most of 
the manual labor, and they 
do an amazing job.”  

The new Mardi Gras 
lift is anticipated to be 
completed in time for the 
2023 ski season. Follow 
Holiday Valley on social 
media for updates and 
visit their website for 
more information on the 
upcoming lift, as well as 
other projects at https://
www.holidayvalley.com/. 
Be sure to think of Jim 
and his hard-working 
maintenance crew next 
time you’re on the slopes, 
winter spring, summer 
and fall!  

Place Your Classifi eds Here! Call 716-699-2058
email info@thevillagerny.com

onlne: www.thevillagerny.com “Submit Materials”

The crews try to get in 
close enough to let them 
see what they are doing.” 
Heather cautions that 
boaters should be wary 
of getting close to the 
equipment when they 
are operating, though.  
“The machines cannot 
stop on a dime, so other 
watercraft should steer 

CONT. FROM PG 4

CLA clear.”
   All the work and 
equipment is funded 
through donations, grants 
and fundraisers.  A 
popular fundraiser is the 
Dragon Boat Race, which 
is back this year after 
being on hiatus during the 
pandemic. Dragon boats 
are large rowing vessels 
that are brought down 
from Canada for the event. 
Each vessel will have a 
team of 10-20 people, 
including a drummer, and 
they race from Celeron 

Park. “It’s a fun family 
day,” says Heather. There 
are multiple races, and an 
award ceremony at the end. 
“The most popular award 
is usually the one given to 
the drummer with the best 
costume.”  Heather invites 
everyone to come down 
and join in the fun!
   For more information 
on the CLA, their work, 
events and fundraisers, you 
can visit their website at 
chautauqualakeassociation.
org, or fi nd them on 
Facebook. 
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